October 27, 2014

A direct contact via 8N4STAR with students at Bisei Elementary School, Ibara, Japan was successful Mon 2014-10-27 08:52:46 UTC 41 deg. Astronaut Alexander Gerst, KF5ONO answered 6 questions for students.

Bisei Elementary School with 162 students was established at 1970 in the small town of Bisei.  It is the home of the Bisei Astronomical Observatory.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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October 25, 2014

On Saturday, October 25, a successful ARISS telebridge contact at 16:36:09 UTC was conducted between astronaut Alexander Gerst, KF5ONO and participants attending a daylong Space Stories event at Explorers Club in New York City, USA. The event included a mix of “Exploring Legends” interviews and panel discussions with the ARISS contact at the mid-point of the event. Gerst responded to nine questions during the ARISS interview. The interviews and panel sessions were moderated by Jim Clash and included the following space explorers: Gen. Charles Duke, Apollo 16 moonwalker, Walter Cunningham, Apollo 7, Shuttle and ISS veterans Leroy Chiao and Catherine “Cady” Coleman (pictured), spaceflight participants Richard Garriott and Greg Olsen, and SpaceShipOne pilot Brian Binnie.  Two ticket holders for Virgin Galactic SpaceShip 2 also were among those who interviewed Gerst.


More photos of the event can be seen on Facebook at Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS). 
      –A video posted by ham operator PE7B of the contact audio with written questions can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6yRswHkrro. 
–The contact was also mentioned in Forbes magazine:  http://www.forbes.com/sites/jimclash/2014/10/09/for-ham-radio-geeks-contact-with-space-station-may-be-better-than-sex/.

The Explorers Club is an international multidisciplinary professional society dedicated to the advancement of field research and the ideal that it is vital to preserve the instinct to explore. Founded in New York City in 1904, The Explorers Club promotes the scientific exploration of land, sea, air, and space by supporting research and education in the physical, natural and biological sciences. The Club’s members have been responsible for an illustrious series of famous firsts: First to the North Pole, first to the South Pole, first to the summit of Mount Everest, first to the deepest point in the ocean, first to the surface of the moon—all accomplished by our members.

The Explorers Club actively encourages public interest in exploration and the sciences through its public lectures program, publications, travel program, and other events. The Club also maintains Research Collections, including a library and map room, to preserve the history of the Club and to assist those interested and engaged in exploration and scientific research. The Club houses a radio room and amateur radio station K2XP.

On Oct. 25, 2014 The Explorers Club will host a special all-day event focusing on the history of human spaceflight at Explorers Club headquarters in New York. This year’s venue will feature astronauts and space-flight participants from several missions using the Cold War as a backdrop – Apollo, Soyuz, Space Shuttle and SpaceShipOne. The day will include a mix of straight-up talks, “Exploring Legends” interviews by Jim Clash, and panel discussions. Among confirmed story-tellers so far are Gen. Charles Duke, Apollo 16 moonwalker (and CapCom for the Apollo 11 lunarlanding); Richard Garriott and Greg Olsen, both of whom flew aboard Soyuz to ISS; four-time Shuttle/Soyuz veteran Leroy Chiao; Walter Cunningham, Apollo 7 Lunar Module pilot; Catherine “Cady” Coleman, who performed a live flute duet with Ian Anderson aboard ISS (and who will play at the Club’s event); and Brian Binnie, who piloted SpaceShipOne to win the Ansari X Prize in 2004. The ARISS contact and interview will be an integral segment of this human-exploration experience and public discovery.
______________________________________________________________________________

October 17, 2014

A telebridge contact with students in Indiana Area School District, Indiana, PA, USA via IK1SLD was successful at 16:41:45 UTC 32  deg.  Astronaut Alexander Gerst, KF5ONO answered 13 questions for students.

Indiana, Pennsylvania is a rural town with a population of 32,000 that is situated sixty miles northeast of Pittsburgh.  Our residents enjoy the convenient proximity to a major city, as well as the community-feel and lifestyle of a small town.  The Indiana Area School District has provided a dynamic high-quality educational program for over 170 years.  Our four K-5 elementary schools, one 6-8 junior high school and one 9-12 senior high school serve 2800 students district wide.  

In addition to distinguished academic achievement, our students’ activities include fundraising for a variety of charitable causes, school and community leadership, as well as setting new standards for excellence in both academic and athletics competitions.  In fact, we currently boast two National Merit Scholarship semi-finalists and a third honoree.  We are proud of our student’s accomplishments!  

Our dynamic school programs are part of the building blocks for student success.  Beginning with a commitment to early childhood and pre-K programs to increase student learning readiness, to the rigor and challenge of enrichment options at the elementary school level.  Our secondary programs include an array of Advanced Placement and STEM course offerings, dual enrollment options, and our own cyber school option for students.  Many local residents will tell you, “Indiana, PA is a great place to raise a family.”  This is true because we blend the small town community with a school system that continually strives to provide cutting-edge programs that prepare students to be successful citizens. 
______________________________________________________________________________
October 17, 2014

U.S. Partners Now Accepting Proposals for Contacts in 2015
The ARISS U.S. partners have opened a window seeking formal and informal education institutions and organizations in the U.S., individually or working together, to host an Amateur Radio contact with a crew member on board the ISS during 2015. The proposal window is October 17 – December 15, 2014. Read the announcement at: http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARISS/ARISS%20Proposal%20Window%20Announcement-Oct-2014.pdf

To maximize these radio contact opportunities, ARISS is looking for organizations that will draw large numbers of participants and integrate the contact into a well-developed education plan. 

More details on expectations, audience, proposal guidelines and proposal form, and dates and times of Information Sessions are available at www.arrl.org/hosting-an-ariss-contact.  Please direct any questions about hosting a contact in the U.S.to ariss@arrl.org.
______________________________________________________________________________

October 9, 2014

An International Space Station school contact with participants at Team Sky and Rocket (NPO Sora-To-Rocket-Dan), Kariya, Aichi,  Japan was successful on Thu 2014-10-09. The contact was direct between NA1SS and 8J2YSM. 

Team Sky and Rocket was founded in 2010.  Activities include the prorduction of a model rocket and launch by students.  A lecture by a professor of Aerospace Engineering was part of the preparation for the space station contact. The program also held The Cosmic College" in collaboration with JAXA in 2012.
______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]October 8, 2014

A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students at Winter Gardens Primary School, Canvey Island, United Kingdom  and Pilton Bluecoat School, Barnstaple, United Kingdom was successful Wed 2014-10-08 10:08:49 UTC 40 deg. Students interviewed astronaut Gregory (Reid) Wiseman, KF5LKT, who answered 24 questions.

Listen to an audio recording of the contact: 
00:00
00:00
7ISS School Contact Winter Gardens School/Pilton School

Winter Gardens School

Winter Gardens Primary School is a larger than average school on Canvey Island in Essex, England. It has two forms of entry catering for 60 children in each year group. Our school is full to capacity with 420 children from Foundation Stage (Reception – Age 4) up to Year 6 (Age 11).

On the school site we also have the Winter Gardens Pre-School which caters for 60 children a day and the Winter Gardens Toddler Group which caters for children from birth upwards.

Canvey Island is situated on the Thames estuary and is an actual Island. Close towns include Basildon and Benfleet and slightly further afield, Grays (Thurrock) and Southend. There are 12 schools on the Island, two of which are secondary schools. 

Winter Gardens Primary School is an active school not only within the local community, but also nationally and internationally. Children have taken part in many events in London and we regularly receive visitors from a school in Germany.

Pilton Bluecoat School

Pilton Bluecoat is a state run Junior School catering for 250 children aged between 7 – 11 years that is situated on the North Devon coast in the South West of England. The school has excellent links with its community and is committed to providing a vibrant and active learning environment for students.  The school prides itself in the high levels of academic attainment by the children as well as providing the children with a wide range of opportunities to enhance their personal development.

Our school has been taking part in a whole school theme entitled ‘The Final Frontier.’ 

We have been looking at aspects of space and will include factual investigations, setting up fictitious scenario and looking at aspects of space travel and space history.   

All curriculum subjects will be integrated into the work, including mathematics and literacy.  The children will be given the opportunity to explore their own ideas and facilitate their own learning pathways.  Children will also have the opportunity to develop their creativity through aspects of art, music and science.
______________________________________________________________________________
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