Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)   
December 5:  Students at Council Rock High School South in Holland, PA, engaged in an ARISS contact with Drew Morgan who answered 11 of their questions.  An audience of 600 people was there including US Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick who presented the school with an American flag that had flown over the US Capitol. The district school superintendent and senior reps from several national corporations were present.  Reporters came from three TV stations, three newspapers, and one radio station.  The contact was live streamed on the school’s Facebook page; viewers were is in the hundreds. The school has a varied STEM program including an active school radio club.  For a taste of the excitement that built up just before, during, and after the contact, go to: https://www.facebook.com/pg/crsouthradio/posts/

December 7: Two Italian schools, B. Pascal Institute-Public School in Rome and the Instituto Comprensivo Lipari S. Lucia in Lipari had a successful contact over two passes with Luca Parmitano. He answered 10 questions from each schools’ students.   Both schools live-streamed the contact.  The B. Pascal school has 750 students, ages 14-19, and boasts a school ham radio club with its radio station in the electronics lab. The Lipari school has 600 primary and middle school students with access to educational laboratories for information technology, foreign language, robotics, music, carpentry, and ceramics.

December 2: Teachers and youth at River Ridge High School were interviewed by a local ABC news station in New Port Richey, FL.  A video story, which is about ARISS and STEM is at:  https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-pasco/florida-high-school-to-communicate-with-astronauts-on-the-international-space-station-in-march-2020.


December 9-10:  Five ARISS volunteers supported an ARISS display set up in conjunction with, and funded in part by, the ISS National Lab and the CASIS Space Station Explorers program. The event was the California STEAM Symposium in Anaheim. Details will be available for next week’s report.
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December 4-6:  ARISS-Russia assisted with a Moscow Aeronautic Institute MAI-75 experiment SSTV event. Slow Scan TV (SSTV) images of historical note were transmitted to Earth from the ISS.  Close to 2,100 images were submitted from radio enthusiasts receiving them, and are posted at the ARISS SSTV Gallery site at https://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/.


ARISS Upcoming Events     
December 11: The cities of Kursk and Ufa in Russia are hosting an ARISS contact with Alexander Skvortsov.

December 12: Students at Woodridge Middle School in High Ridge, MO, have an ARISS contact scheduled with Luca Parmitano.

December 20: Two schools in Bari, Italy will speak to Luca Parmitano—Istituto Comprensivo Japigia 1-Verga and Istituto Comprensivo Caporizzi-Lucarelli.

December 27: ARISS-Russia will sponsor, with help from other ARISS Regions, another of the very popular ARISS SSTV sessions.
