Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
Apr. 15: Astronaut and pioneering ham radio operator Owen Garriott passed away in his home in Huntsville, AL.  Garriott served as a crewmember onboard the Skylab 3 space station and on the Space Shuttle Columbia during the STS-9 mission. He made history in the ham radio community as the first astronaut in space to communicate with hams on Earth using a ham radio station.  This was the start of the SAREX (Shuttle Amateur Radio EXperiment) program, which brought amateur radio education to space, and led to ARISS.  The ARISS Team placed a tribute on the ARISS website’s home page to honor the details of his life, his contributions to the American Space Program, and his impact on ham radio education and communications in space.

Apr. 15: Members of the Boys & Girls Club of the High Rockies met at the Park County Public Library in Fairplay, CO for their ARISS contact with astronaut Nick Hague.  The youth were a combination of home-schooled students and public school students.  Hague answered 14 student questions while 470 people watched. A number of dignitaries came, including the mayor and a legislative assistant to a local congressional representative. A TV station was present covering the event. A good quality video of the contact is at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATMQ5q3aqoI&feature=share
For nine months, the library sponsored 30 preparatory STEM lessons across 4 library branches and 3 school settings, such as guiding students in building their own model of the ISS.


April:  The Galileo STEM Academy, Eagle, ID, and local ham radio operators have supported several hands-on activities for academy students as preparation for their upcoming ARISS contact. An example is building and learning to aim tape measure antennas while using a portable ham radio to track signals.  The K-5 engineering teacher established a ham radio club and she said students are thoroughly engaged at their radio club meetings.
 

Apr 18: École internationale de Saint-Sacrement in Quebec City, QC, Canada hosted an ARISS contact between students and astronaut David St-Jacques who answered 19 student questions. The 400 attendees, including 350 students, watched the excitement, and TV media covered the event. The contact was live-streamed--https://youtu.be/SS-dLGPpJC8 (start at about 7 minutes)
Another media link is:
http://www.tvanouvelles.ca/videos/6027779323001?fbclid=IwAR2aWgYXRGvkeGvEbuxJiS4g-f0xBkMC_urHufppBcULtpbHZaXdx3T5h2M
 

Apr 11 - 14: ARISS Russia sponsored Slow Scan Television (SSTV) transmissions from the ISS.  Though modulation was low, resulting in less clear images, people with good antennas acquired images and a surprisingly high number were submitted to the ARISS SSTV Gallery at: http://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/.  
Due to a holiday for the ISS crew and the Russian Space Agency, troubleshooting didn’t occur.  Two days afterwards, ARISS Awards Committee member Armand Budzianowski reported his team received 1,200 applications for diplomas, with more applications arriving. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The SSTV event proved to be an excellent opportunity to grab the interest of Indian students and get them excited. Rajesh Vagadia of Rajkot, India invited 50 students and citizens to his home for a student outreach event.  He handed out ISS tracking charts and details about the crew, and gave a talk on amateur radio, the ISS, and related topics. Rajesh had planned the event around an outstanding visible ISS pass and the crowd watched in amazement as Rajesh did a radio demo, receiving two SSTV images during the pass. Rajesh remarked, “It was an exciting experience for all to sight the ISS at the same time we got signals from it … felt like having handshakes with ISS crew! … It proved a great learning experience for all. Had lots of Q&A until late.”  

Apr 15:  An ARISS team member visited the Wesley School in North Hollywood, CA.  He brought portable radio equipment so students could listen to ARISS contact taking place in Fairplay, CO. Wesley School kids exclaimed, "That was AWESOME!"  Next, a ham radio demo allowed students to talk to engineers from the Hughes Amateur Radio Club.  The youth and teachers learned details about ARISS; the faculty wants to prepare an ARISS Education Proposal to garner their own contact and a staff member wants to get her ham license. The ARISS mentor remarked, “I'm convinced that every ham radio contact is an opportunity to teach and share.” 


Apr 18: A media show in Brussels, Belgium celebrated World Amateur Radio Day.  ARISS Team member Gaston Bertels was featured in a short segment of the weekly show, BRUZZ International.  The link is: 
http://www.bruzz.be/en/videoreeks/donderdag-18-april-2019/video-world-ham-radio-day-celebrated-ham-radio-fan-gaston


Apr 15: An ARISS contact that was part of the About Gagarin from Space program was conducted for students at South Ural State University in Chelyabinsk, Russia. The successful contact was supported by Aleksey Ovchinin.


Apr 15: Huntington High School, Huntington, TX sponsored an ARISS contact with David St-Jacques.  Immediately after, faculty and students began preparing for a trip to leave a few days later for Louisville, KY to compete in the World Vex Robotics competition. Their ARISS information will be in next week’s report.


Apr 17: A short video segment about ARISS ran during the online weekly news show, Ham Nation.  Topics included ARISS SSTV, schools, ARISS volunteers, and clips of ham radio audio from space in honor of the passing of astronaut Owen Garriott. 


Upcoming Events          
Apr 23: Dům dětí a mládeže Olomouc (House of Children and Youth Olomouc), in Olomouc, Czech Republic will host their ARISS contact with Nick Hague. 

Apr 24: Students at Hidden Oaks Middle School in Prior Lake, MN, are excited about their upcoming ARISS contact with David St-Jacques.
 

