Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
Oct 8:  Bampton School in Devon, UK hosted an ARISS contact for students with Drew Morgan who answered 17 questions.  An audience of 175 watched the action.  Media coverage included the BBC-TV, two regional TV channels, and three radio stations.  The contact was live-streamed. A YouTube video was made from the BBC-TV cameraperson’s footage and can be found at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAZm3FJazR8  The school’s ARISS- and STEM-related lessons were part of a program named “A Term of Space.”

Oct 8: Luca Parmitano talked with students at Collège Robert Doisneau in Sarralbe, France during their ARISS contact.  He spoke in fluent French and answered 20 questions. A crowd of 400 people were present; special visitors included city hall and region officials along with a region academic inspector. The contact was webcast to 99 colleges in France. Media on hand represented Regional TV France 3, Mirabelle TV, Regional Radio France Bleu, and the newspaper, Le Republicain Lorain.

Oct 4: Woodridge Middle School in High Ridge, MO will sponsor an ARISS contact in late 2019. To publicize their ARISS activity, teachers set up an ARISS table at the St. Louis Science Center’s “Stranger Things” exhibit.  They handed out ARISS flyers and stickers, and 300 people stopped to talk.  

Sep 7: Space Station Explorers Senior Education Manager Dan Barstow of the ISS National Lab gave the keynote banquet speech at the ARRL New England Division Convention in Boxboro, MA.  The speech, which went over very well, took the audience (250 adults, 15 students and 10 educators) on a simulated mission to the ISS and highlighted where the ham radio set up and antennas are located.  He described “the power of combining ham radio and space exploration into a magical elixir to engage students.”  Dan said of the Q&A portion, “They all asked good questions and appreciated how Amateur Radio on the ISS appeals to younger folks.”


Oct 12:  ARISS Mentor Charlie Sufana gave a talk about ARISS at the Melbourne Hamfest in Melbourne, FL. Twelve people were quite attentive, including some students.
  
Oct 4: ARISS Mentor Norm Thorn donates ISS-Above units to schools he mentors.  One went to Oakwood School in Morgan Hill, CA, which will have an ARISS contact in first half 2020.  The unit was deployed in the school office, which gets “a fair bit of student and parent traffic.”  Roofers were work soon on top of the building putting up the ham radio mast, antenna, and receiver preamplifier.

Oct 1:  The Milan Amateur Radio Group in Milan, Italy, got an audience of 25 including several students for an ARISS talk.  Miss Micol Invancic, a teacher and ARISS volunteer who is passionate for space, presented a multimedia presentation covering the ARISS radio station, how ARISS radio contacts work, the passion students have for space, and Luca Parmitano as ISS commander.  A man in the audience said, “The almost two-hour talk went by without attendees realizing it, and like an exciting spacewalk, it enhanced the club members’ knowledge of STEM and space.” 

Oct. 9 - 10: The Moscow Aviation Institute experiment, MAI-75, operating from on board the ISS, downlinked Slow Scan TV (SSTV) images allowing hams and space enthusiasts on Earth to download them for a space history lesson.  Over 807 images were posted at the ARISS SSTV Gallery (https://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/) for the world to view.  

Oct 5: ARISS Mentor Tony Hutchinson in Australia was featured in an online article by the Australian Broadcast Corporation (ABC). The quite lengthy write-up covered Tony’s 30 years of dedication to ARISS and unique relationships in the NASA field and ARISS family that he’s developed during those years.  ABC also featured Tony on the evening ABC News broadcast.
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Upcoming Events     
Oct 14: Students at two Italian schools, S.M. Calvino-Istituto Comprensivo Settimo IV in Settimo Torinese and Istituto Comprensivo Statale Don Milani in Monza will have an ARISS contact with Luca Parmitano.

Oct. 17: Istituto Comprensivo Statale Diego Valeri in Campolongo Maggiore, Italy along with Istituto Comprensivo Ladispoli1 in Ladispoli, Italy will together host a contact with Luca Parmitano.

Oct. 18: Science Days, a special event at Science & Technologie e.V. in Teningen, Germany, will feature an ARISS contact with Luca Parmitano.

Oct 18-20: ARISS-US team members will give ARISS presentations at the annual AMSAT-NA Symposium in Arlington, VA. 
