Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
September 27-28 & October 2: ARISS-Russia and ARISS Europe assisted Space Flight Participant Hazza Al Mansouri in supporting 3 ARISS contacts in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  Students had received invitations to the Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre where the special events were held. His answers to student questions explained research he had been doing and he encouraged them to study hard.  For the 3 contacts, he spoke with a total of 22 students. In addition, 110 VIPs and media personnel attended the events. A few of the numerous articles that included notes about the ARISS radio contacts were:

Emirates News Agency, WAM:  https://wam.ae/en/details/1395302790502

Spacewatch Global:   https://spacewatch.global/2019/09/uaes-first-astronaut-hazza-al-mansoori-begins-stint-on-board-international-space-station/

Emirates 24/7:  https://www.emirates247.com/news/emirates/space-mission-hazza-al-mansoori-back-to-earth-covered-in-uae-flag-2019-10-03-1.689885

Gulf News:  https://gulfnews.com/uae/uae-in-space-students-ask-hazzaa-how-he-lives-and-works-in-space-1.66746237


October 25:  ARISS volunteer Ken Ernandes is a professor at Florida Institute of Technology (FIT) College of Engineering and Science in Melbourne, FL and an engineer at L3Harris Technologies. He presented a talk on ARISS hosted by FIT’s Aerospace, Physics and Space Sciences. The event was open to the public, drawing 60 people. Attending were a number of FIT teachers, 10 FIT undergrads, 10 K-12 students, 8 hams from an area ham club, and local citizens. Ernandes presented an overview of ARISS and showed a video of a typical ARISS radio contact.
   
October 24:  Students from two Italian schools, Liceo Scientifico Teresa Gullace in Rome and ISIS Zaccagna-Galilei sede G. Galilei in Carrara joined together in an ARISS radio contact with Luca Parmitano.  He answered 15 questions while 200 people watched the action. Several media outlets were reported present covering the event. 


October 25: Another dual Italian school contact took place for IIS Ciampini-Boccardo in Novi Ligure, in Como.  Luca Parmitano supported the ARISS contact where 200 people were present to watch students as he answered 14 of their questions. Good media coverage was reported and live streaming of the contact took place at both schools.  

October 26: The 9th National Conference of Participants & Supporters of the ARISS Program took place in Ostrow Wielkopolski, Poland. A few of the presentations included: 
· Summary of ARISS’s Activities Over the Past Year
· Paolo Nespoli Movie from ISS
· What is the Point of Amateur Radio on ISS? and
· How to Prepare a School Application.


October 25:  A story was aired on Amateur Radio Newsline, an online ham radio news service, covering the over three decades of ARISS public relations and ARISS ground station work by ARISS volunteer Tony Hutchison. He has logged many hours of volunteering for ARISS contacts and also general ham radio conversations with astronauts and cosmonauts since beginning to support ham radio in space in 1992. 

October 25: River Ridge High School in New Port Richey, FL is scheduled for their ARISS contact in March 2020. In preparing for the contact, the school recently involved the art department in getting students excited about the event through painting and chalk drawings about space.
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October 28: Students at Golden Oak Montessori in Castro Valley, CA had an ARISS radio contact with Drew Morgan and details will be included in next week’s report.   

October 28:  The Young Scientists Program sponsored an ARISS contact for students at Vermont Elementary School in Los Angeles, CA supported by Luca Parmitano. Information is awaited.  

October 29: Farmwell Station Middle School students, in particular the Space Dreamers group, took part in an ARISS contact with Drew Morgan. The school, in Ashburn, VA, will be reporting details soon.   

Upcoming Events     
November 5:  Private UKEB School in Izmir, Turkey, will host an ARISS radio contact for its students with Luca Parmitano.

November 6: Luca Parmitano will support an ARISS contact for two Italian schools: IC Montignoso-Scuola secondaria I grado G.B. Giorgini in Montignoso and IC G.B. Perasso in Milano.
 
