Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)   
January 18: Educators and students from McConnell Middle School in Loganville, GA set up an exhibit at Techfest in Lawrenceville, GA.  Students engaged the passersby, showing off STEM projects they work on related to an upcoming April ARISS contact.  A teacher and students from Kittredge Magnet School in Atlanta were visiting Techfest, also; they have a February ARISS contact. The two schools’ educators networked at Techfest (the event is a community outreach day where hams demonstrate many aspects of amateur radio).  Over 300 individuals attended including quite a few young people.

ARISS volunteer John Kludt and other members of the North Fulton Amateur Radio League (NFARL) set up and staffed an ARISS-AMSAT exhibit booth at Techfest, talking to attendees about ARISS and ham satellites.  Additionally, NFARL members arranged a large area with tables loaded with hands-on activities that gave youth a chance to learn soldering and kit building.  Each youth had the opportunity to build a code practice oscillator and get help if needed.  


 Jan 22: Students at Morita Junior High School in Fukui, Japan enjoyed their ARISS contact with Luca Parmitano. Over 60 people were in attendance to watch the activity as Partmitano answered 15 of the students’ questions. The contact was covered by a TV station and a newspaper source. The school wrote: “Our students are learning many knowledgeable things of science and engineering through various experiments. Students number 332.”
  
 Jan 22: Ontario Science Centre in Toronto, Canada was the site for an ARISS contact with youth talking to Luca Parmitano. A 96-year-old ham operator initiated the contact; she volunteers regularly at the science centre’s ham radio station exhibit, which has been set up there for more than 30 years.  An audience of 60 people watched as 11 students asked Parmitano their questions during the ARISS contact. Reporters from several media outlets were on hand taping video for stories they posted to their news sites.  The Centre’s staff supported numerous space-related STEM activities for youth and their parents in recent weeks.
 
Jan 16: In preparation for their upcoming January 28th ARISS contact with Luca Parmitano, students at the Primary School Jovan Jovanović Zmaj in Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia have enjoyed many STEAM activities.  Most recently, they competed in designing artistic mission patches. They regularly post online summaries of their activities for parents and others to read. 

January 23: The ARISS announcement about a new window opening in February to accept ARISS education proposals was posted by various news outlets including NASA EXPRESS newsletter.  Winning proposals would be for ARISS contacts taking place the first six months of 2021. The NASA EXPRESS newsletter was distributed to 42,866 subscribers and was shared via various social media outlets viewed by 552,296 followers.   
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February issue: ARRL’s (American Radio Relay League) monthly print journal, QST, featured a photo story on Melissa Pore from Arlington, VA who is an ARISS-US Education Committee member. The story highlighted her being chosen as the 2020 recipient of the Carole Perry Educator of the Year Award sponsored by the second largest US ham convention. She will be honored at the convention February 7-9, which is held in Orlando, FL.  QST is mailed each month to ARRL’s 160,000 members.    


ARISS Upcoming Events      
January 27: An ARISS contact at Agrupamento de Escolas Serafim Leite in São João da Madeira, Portugal was supported by Luca Parmitano.  Details will be in next week’s report.
 
January 28: Youth at Primary School Jovan Jovanović Zmaj in Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia look forward to their contact with Luca Parmitano.

January 30-31: ARISS-Russia is planning an MAI SSTV Session, downlinking space-related images from the ISS.

February 7: An ARISS contact may be supported by ARISS-Russia and Oleg Skripochka for a school in Ecuador.
