· Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) 
· Dec 21:  Students at Taipei Municipal Ximen Elementary School in Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C., had an exciting amateur radio contact with Mark Vande Hei. He answered all 15 of the students’ questions and an audience of 1000 attended the contact. Reporters from 18 news sources covered the event. The school now uses flipped education, which allows students more time during class for problem-solving.   

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dec 22: The Burns Science & Technology Charter School in Oak Hill, FL, submitted an education proposal for potential future selection for an ARISS contact, and educators have already planned lessons related to ARISS; students are doing STEM activities about space and radio. Two technology teachers earned their ham radio licenses and have helped students work with Snap Circuits and reactivated a school amateur radio club.  
· January: For the 13 schools and groups who got their ARISS Education Proposals approved in December, ARISS Mentors are deciding which one they each will choose to assist.  Mentors have chosen 10 of the 13, thus far. The ARISS Team is preparing for Orientation Webinars to be held with the educators in late January. When equipment plans are submitted and approved, the schools and groups will earn an ARISS radio contact with the ISS crew in July to December 31, 2018.   
· December 2017-December 2018:  NASA on the Air (NOTA) is a celebration sponsored by the NASA facilities’ amateur radio clubs. The NASA ham clubs will support radio activities to commemorate 60 years of NASA milestones. People who participate in NOTA can earn an award. The ISS’s radio activities will include participants using ARISS’s ham radio packet system or listening to an astronaut answer student questions during a scheduled ARISS school radio contact. 


ARISS Social Media Report for December 2017

     ARISS Facebook Page  
	Week
	Total Reached
	Total Number of Likes by End of Week

	 12/1 - 7
	        456
	2,532

	12/8 - 14
	        219
	2,542

	12/15 - 21
	        288
	2,553

	12/22 - 31
	        236
	2,563




     ARISS Twitter Account 
Followers at the end of December totaled 8,072, a gain of 114 (1.4%) over the end of November. 

Upcoming Events   

· Jan 3: The Higher National School of Computer Science and Systems Analysis in Rabat, Morocco, will host an ARISS contact for students with Mark Vande Hei.
