Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
March 13: Youth who are part of the Australian Air League’s South Australia Wing in Parafield, South Australia, Australia took part in an ARISS contact with Drew Morgan.  He answered 14 questions with a listening audience of 200.  Dignitaries present were Rear Admiral (Ret.) Kevin Scarce and the mayors of Port Adelaide, Gawler, and Salsbury.  The ARISS contact was shared via Echolink and IRLP with 28 check-ins from around the globe, including 13 from the US. 


March 19: Due to COVID-19 greatly limiting the ARISS team and students from being at education institutions, team members pulled together a new plan for the latest ARISS contact.  The Turkey Space Camp in Izmir closed to protect youths’ health just days before their ARISS contact.  So students’ questions for their contact with Drew Morgan were pre-recorded by space camp staff with help from the Turkey Radio Amateurs Society members in Izmir.  With the work of the Johnson Space Center Amateur Radio Club members at the W5RRR ARISS ground station, the recorded questions were transmitted via ham radio to the ISS for Drew to hear; he answered 16 questions.  

Space Camp’s livestream listing students’ questions, relaying Morgan’s ham radio transmission and showing stock ISS images and video garnered 366 views.  It was played through loud speakers in Turkey where 14 adults could gather, and the link was sent to the youths and others at home.  Space Camp reported 2,782 views of their ARISS-related Instagram posts.  A number of people said this ARISS activity was a boon to young people and adults in many areas who are dealing with COVID. Staff shared this about their 20th anniversary: “We have been visited by 250,000 youth and adults from 60 countries. Staff members are college graduates and undergraduates, some with education majors, others pursuing masters in astronomy, and all are trained in space education.”  


March 17: ARISS-US Education Committee member Dan Pooler was to give a professional development presentation on ARISS at the New Hampshire Teachers of Mathematics Spring Conference in Manchester; it was canceled due to COVID.  


March: The ARISS team is working the changing schedules for ARISS contacts since most schools are closed and education groups aren’t meeting.  For ARISS’s nine radio telebridge stations, four are located at public or NASA (GSFC and JSC) locations that are now inaccessible. Recent postponements are:  Monroe Carrell Jr. Children’s Hospital-Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN; McConnell Middle School in Loganville, GA; Oakwood School in Morgan Hill, CA; Piatra-Neamt in Romania.

The ARISS team is transforming our activities for the health and safety of our students, host education institutions, astronauts, and our team. ARISS is international in scope, like the ISS, and COVID and government policies affect each person and each ARISS Region differently, and effects will change rapidly for weeks to come. ARISS is preparing for longer-term effects (months). Working with a physician on our leadership team we continue to review all procedures and monitor local and global change so as to plan modifications. 

Short term: ARISS mentors work with each education institution in the queue to determine the way forward.  Each selected ARISS contact “belongs to” the education institution; they know best the local COVID policy, so ARISS abides by their decision to cancel, postpone, or modify the contact efforts. ARISS asks all to put health and safety first; each contact decision is carefully scrutinized by the senior ARISS International leadership team. 
 
Long term: ARISS has several initiatives underway to transform how we interact with students and host education institutions.  Per the COVID mitigation ideal--we will interact with “infinite” social distancing--engaging virtually with each student and staff member in their homes (even quarantined).  More details will be shared soon.


ARISS Upcoming Events      
March 27: Youth attending the SPDW (Sentraal Penkop en Drawwertjie Waterwerkkamp) Voortrekker Movement, a week-long scout camp in Oranjeville, South Africa look forward to their ARISS radio contact with Drew Morgan. It will be livestreamed.
March 31: An ARISS contact is tentatively planned for students of Amur State University in Blagoveshchensk, Russia.
