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Agenda:

(Actions in italics, summarized at end)

Frank introduced Carol Jackson as new administrative support for the team. Frank requested that everyone cc: Carol on emails so she can help him stay on top of things. Her email is tcekmjackson@comcast.net

1)      ARISS face to face meeting in Spring 2004,   Presenter: Gaston Bertels

Discussion:

Gaston – Last week of March at ESTEC (European Space Research and Technology Centre) in the Netherlands was the date discussed at last international telecon. ESA Educational Outreach Program at ESTEC has invited us. Gaston is looking for concurrence from the team. Dates are tentatively Thursday, March 25 (maybe starting that afternoon) – Saturday, March 27, with Sunday available for splinters.

Frank – What about Saturday access? Gaston – will work it.

Gaston – Needs agenda items.

Frank – Would like to see hardware team get together in advance to prepare a comprehensive summary for the delegates. Maybe should plan to have all Thursday available for hardware team, at least for now. ARISS meeting would then be Friday and Saturday.

Gaston is working accommodations. Considering the Strand, which is comfortable and moderately priced. Would like to know tentative number of rooms and if sounds good to team. Please email him your intention to attend or not – not looking for a firm commitment at this time.

Sergej – would like to schedule a comm pass with crew on station. May need to add another half day if this works out. Gaston pointed out that the distance from the meeting location to the station he has set up might be too great to accomplish this.

Gaston – regarding venue, the next European astronaut to fly to ISS will be André Kuipers, in April 2004

2)      ARISS face to face meeting in Fall 2004,  Presenter:  Frank Bauer

Discussion:

Frank – AMSAT-NA has decided to have its yearly meeting in Washington, DC October 14 – 17, 2004. ARISS meeting would be October 17 – 20. (Beginning and ending dates need to be confirmed). There are technical meetings and a banquet with significant door prizes. Proposal would be to have AMSAT meeting Thursday – Sunday and follow it with the ARISS-I meeting Sunday through Wednesday. This would provide the potential to forge new relationships between ARISS-I and the ham community in North America. Program would include trip to the large new National Air and Space Museum annex near Dulles airport. Details are in an email sent previously by Frank. He would like a sense from the ARISS-I team to see if that is acceptable to them.

Gaston – yes, if can have 2 meetings in the same year.

Christophe – not sure if can attend, but thinks idea is a good one.

Sergej and Larry – sounds good.

Keigo – would ARISS people be able to present papers to the AMSAT-NA group? Frank – yes, it would be a good opportunity.

Robin – would be delighted as Canadian delegate to ARISS and as President of AMSAT-NA as well.

Rosalie – sounds fine to her.

3)      Anniversary Event,  Presenters:  Frank Bauer and Sergej Samburov

Discussion:

Frank – sent out an email with information just prior to this meeting. Would be titled “Roy Neal, K6DUE, ISS Commemorative Event”. Proposed news release follows:

Our good friend Roy Neal, K6DUE had a vision---to make amateur radio a permanent capability on human spaceflight missions.

On November 28, 1983, the first step to Roy's vision was taken with the launch of the first amateur radio station on the STS-9 Space Shuttle Columbia mission.  A few days later, Astronaut Owen Garriott, W5LFL became the first on-orbit crew member to talk from space.

15 years ago, in October 1988, the Russian Amateur Radio team, led by Sergej Samburov, RV3DR and Larry Agabekov, UA6HZ/N2WW, launched and deployed the first amateur radio station on Mir.  Shortly thereafter, Cosmonaut Musa Manorov, U1MIR was soon heard talking to hams on the ground through the Mir amateur radio station.

3 years ago this month, on November 15, 2000, Roy's dream was realized with the deployment and first operation of the permanent amateur radio station on ISS.

To commemorate Roy Neal's vision and these special anniversary events, the ARISS International team will be sponsoring a special event activity with the ISS crew.  We have requested that the ISS Expedition crew communicate with ground-based radio amateurs during the weekend of November 29-30.  Those who contact the ISS by voice during this weekend and through December 2003 will be eligible for a special anniversary event certificate.

If you work the crew during this time period, please send your QSL cards through the normal QSL card channels with the words "Roy Neal Commemorative event" on the outside of the envelope.

On behalf of the ARISS International Team, we congratulate the international amateur radio community on these exceptional accomplishments and commemorate Roy Neal, K6DUE for his vision and tremendous support to the ARISS team.

The certificates would be handled by the normal QSL process.

Sergej has talked with the Exp. 8 crew about this already, and they are interested and willing. Some additions/corrections: first ISS contact was Nov. 16. Need to indicate who did first ISS pass and who was on the ground. He would like to have packet as an option – hopes crew will be active on packet by then. Frank asked for date for first Mir contact – Nov. 12. Would propose that the time frame would be Nov. 28 – Dec. 5. Frank will see if team wants to extend through the end of December.

Frank will make changes and get out press release.

Dave Larsen – would like to see packet be logged on or digipeating. Frank agreed, as long as send proof.

Gaston asked Frank to list public frequencies in press release, as a convenient reminder. Also, limit to one certificate per person.

General discussion – what all is needed from submitters, just SASE or should a small monetary donation be requested to cover envelopes? Rosalie will work this offline.

Carolynn – asked that people be courteous and quick, and let others make contacts as well.

4)      Marco Pontes taking U.S. license course,  Presenter: Tadeu Fernandes

Discussion: None, Tadeu not on the telecon.

5)      KIS Certification Testing at RSC Energia,  Presenter: Sergej Samburov
Discussion:

Sergej – Objective is to complete testing of Phase I hardware, and Phase II minus the Yaesu hardware. Also test the SSTV on electrical analog of the Service Module (SM). Purpose is to confirm performance of system, and issue certification of equipment as being ready to be connected to antennas on SM on orbit. As soon as receive this certificate, can tell crew to install the hardware already on orbit and begin operations.

Other discussion:

Gaston is meeting with Columbus engineers regarding putting the amateur radio antennas on that European ISS module.

Action summary:

Item:
Frank will double-check Oct. 2004 meeting dates.

Frank will finalize press release on commemorative event.

