ARISS International Team Teleconference

Tuesday August 26, 2003, 11:30 UTC (7:30 am ET) or so.



Participants:
Frank Bauer, 301-286-3102
Gaston Bertels, 32.2.771.67.74
Ken Pulfer, 613-225-3108
Carolynn Conley, 281-244.8150
Mark Steiner, 301-286-5769
Mark Spencer, 860-594-0396
Rosalie White, 860-594-0237
Sergej Samburov, 256 -961 6138
Miles Mann, 978-251-0308
Interpreter: Edward Hairullin
Larry Agabekov, 720-535-8988
Keigo Komuro, 81-46-232-8007
Masanobu Tsuji, 81-47-361-0232
Robin Haighton, 905-335-5892
Dave Larsen, 209-223-5000
Mike Miller, 615-230-5650
Scott Anderson 281.286.1336
Ken Nichols

Absent:

Lou McFadin, (407) 658-8179
 

Agenda:


(Due to MCI problems, conference started at 7:50AM EDT)


1)  Moment of Silence; Recollections, Roy Neal, K6DUE, SK,  Lead by Frank Bauer

Since this fall is the 20th anniversary of ham radio on Shuttle, 15th on Mir, Sergej suggested some sort of contest named after Roy Neal. Good logo, with picture of Roy.


2)  Phase 2 hardware status, Presenters:  Frank Bauer and Sergej Samburov


Kenwood D700 Status & hardware deliveries:

Sergej pointed out the close working relationship with Frank Bauer.  The power unit, Kenwood radio, and switches are all aboard Progress, ready for launch on August 29. All that is left after this launch is the Yaesu FT-100. The rest of the hardware (SSTV, power cables, and Yaesu radio) will be delivered on 14P (~January 2004), per agreement within the technical team. KIS stand testing is in preparation for October or November.


Keigo: met with Kenwood and Yaesu representatives.

Frank: Antennas still in process of being shipped.

Sergej: Appreciates support by hardware manufacturers for training radios crews use for familiarization with ham radio.


3)  Packet operations status; Presenters: Lou McFadin and Sergej Samburov


Packet has only been operational sporadically for the last 230 days. US and Russian teams working hard to test and understand the situation. Yuri reset the system Sunday morning, and it worked for about 6 orbits and was used around the world. It abruptly quit in the middle of a US pass. It is not clear as to whether the crew shut it down or if there is a hardware or software problem. There will be more discussions for more crew time for detailed understanding and testing of packet module and radio, including the use of a computer.

Sergej does not believe that it was shut down because Yuri would have only done it after direction from the MCC.  Dave and Miles brought up some points to consider for fixing the packet system.  Sergei sent a message to Mission Control about checking the LEDs, ensuring the LCD is on, and that we’ll send procedures on recycling the power.  We might set up a voice QSO for Yuri with his new wife, and talk to him about packet, then.

4) SSTV/Spacecam status, Presenters:  Miles Mann & Lou McFadin


Miles wrote a release about the project.  He’s still looking for photos.  For hardware, at Houston 2 problems were discovered – Miles appreciates Sergej bringing the computer to spot 1 problem, and Lou and Gil bringing test equipment to fix it, including a cable change to make the system compatible to the Ericsson and the Weiner computer.  Software is on the Web page and Miles will send the URL to us.  He can give you access if you contact him.  Frank thinks we might test the system in November in Moscow.

5) Next ARISS face to face meeting  Presenter:  Gaston Bertels


Gaston spoke about last winter’s ARISS vote to hold 3 face-to-face meetings every 2 years to cut down on expenses.  We canceled our Spring 2003 meeting, and considered a Fall 2003 meeting.  AMSAT-Italy proposed hosting this meeting, but there were some difficulties to solve.  Meantime, the US and Russians have been, and are, very busy with Phase II, so a better time for a meeting is Spring 2004. More information on the European Columbus module will be available then.  Relations with ESA are developing positively, now; there is the Soyuz mission with Spain, and a meeting between ESA and Rosaviacosmos in September. Gaston is going to this meeting since ARISS is recognized as full member in this with ESA, now.  A place ARISS might consider for a Spring 2004 is ESTEC in the Netherlands.  When Gaston is there in September, he can ask about a Spring meeting.  The telecon participants were agreeable based on possible Spring dates. Gaston was asked to proceed in checking with ESA, and asking about specific dates.  Carolynn could look into Houston as a back-up, although we met in the US last time.

6) Project Selection and Use Committee Activities--Starshine update Lead:  Mike Miller 

Frank will ask Mike Miller to update us by email about Starshine, as he had to leave the telecon before we got to this agenda item.

There was no other telecon business.  Frank thanked participants for good progress during the telecon, and great progress in the past weeks since our previous telecon.  We will have another telecon next month.

Respectfully submitted by Mark Steiner and Rosalie White, August 26, 2003

