ARISS International Team Teleconference

Tuesday, December 2, 2003  12:30 UTC (7:30 am EST)

Participants:

Frank Bauer, 301-286-3102

Rosalie White, 860-594-0237

Sergej Samburov, 256 -961 6138

Carolynn Conley, 281-244.8150

Mark Steiner, 301-286-5769

Keigo Komuro, 81-46-232-8007

Masanobu Tsuji, 81-47-361-0232

Robin Haighton, 905-335-5892

Lou McFadin, (407) 658-8179

Miles Mann, 978-251-0308

Dave Larsen, 209-223-5000

Mark Spencer, 860-594-0396

Mike Miller, 615-230-5650

Scott Anderson 281.286.1336

Tadeu Fernandes, 55 21 2424 1046

Daniel Lamoureux, 514-939-6456

Ken Nichols, 301-977-5405

Tim Bosma, 707-575-9596

Carol Jackson, 410-461-1841

Scott H. Lindsey-Stevens   call in

Interpreter: Edward Hairullin

Note: After roll call, Tadeu introduced Madzia (sp?), who would translate for him.

Not in attendance:

Gaston Bertels, will not attend

Christophe Mercier, will not attend

Ken Pulfer, will not attend

Larry Agabekov, 720-535-8988

Agenda:

(Actions in italics, summarized at end)

Announcement from Carolynn just prior to start:

Carolynn reported that NASA is changing contracts, and she is changing job assignments.  She will transition with the new team player.  She's enjoyed working with our team that has done fine work and has been a pleasure to work with.

Frank thanked Carolyn and said her tenacity was what got our Phase l hardware into and operating in the Russian module. Rosalie said Carolynn got us where we are today.

1)      Debrief on Moscow trip,  Presenters: Sergej Samburov and Frank Bauer

Sergej:  Conducted testing at the KIS of the Phase II Kenwood D700 radio as well as the SSTV with the Phase I SAREX radios and the Kenwood. The US and Russian teams developed a good test plan. The Energia photographer took photos that will be delivered to the US team. We made good progress, and worked as one team.

Energia has compled the documentation of the certification allowing the hardware to be used in the Russian module. Concurrently, the safety group is having a telecon to discuss the removal of the yellow tags. Sergej needs Frank’s signature on the certification, and it is anticipated that all will be accomplished soon.

Carolynn will work with Steve Shenfeld to get JCCT completion of the certification process.

Sergej is attempting to have the new hardware installed ASAP, but is running into bureaucratic slowness. We are endeavoring to have the equipment installed and in operation about Dec. 8. 

Frank: We accomplished a great deal in Russia because we worked as a team. Sergej was a gracious host. The US team consisted of Frank Bauer, Mark Steiner, Carolynn Conley, Lou McFadin, Miles Mann, and Dave Taylor.

Validated antennas, feedthroughs, and feedlines. Two-way communications were accomplished between KIS SM simulator and control room nearby, voice and SSTV, using the SAREX 2m and 70cm radios and the Kenwood D700 on 2m and 70cm.

Miles thanked everyone for all the hard work, and noted that we found a quirk on the Wiener computer. He also thanked Carolynn for her hard work, and for getting us into the Volga hotel and saving a great deal of money.

Lou: We tested all the combinations of the hardware. We performed some characterization tests of the antenna systems, although the antennas themselves were not mounted in flight configuration. He and Sergej looked through the SM for available spots for additional future hardware. He feels the Phase I and Kenwood radios are well set to operate in the SM, and we are set to plan for future hardware.

Frank: We also discussed with Sergej the software-based training and radio manuals that Dave Taylor is developing. We uncovered a font issue that is being resolved.

Sergej hosted a trip to his hometown of Kaluga, where Sergej’s great grandfather Konstantin Tsiolkovsky lived and taught. We visited Gymnasium #9 and its museum, where Tsiolkovsky taught. We also visited the Young Cosmonaut’s School, a supplemental program where interested students from ages 4 – 16 learn about science, math, technology, and astronautics. We received school addresses so we can facilitate interaction with schools in the US.

We received a great tour of the Kaluga Space Museum as well as Tsiolkovsky’s home / museum. Sergej treated us to a traditional Russian bania, where we had an excellent time.

Sergej: He was extremely happy that he could show his amateur radio lab to the US team, as well as the Mission Control Center and the operations planners. Thanks to this the US side can appreciate the process and the time involved in planning future operations.

Not only did we accomplish a great deal, we learned about each other as individuals as well as a team.

Frank again thanked Sergej for his great hospitality and all that he planned and accomplished during our visit.

Sergej apologized that the new equipment was not ready for the Roy Neal operating event this past weekend, but hopes that everyone understands how difficult it is to get everything done on orbit.

Sergej: Regarding future HF operations, we measured antenna system characterizations, and began discussions about the possibility of enhancing WA4 during a future EVA, perhaps during Expedition 9.

Frank: Would like to have detailed photographs taken of installed antennas since those EVA’s will be in that area.

Frank: Would like to have further discussions during the technical telecon next week.

2)      Brazilian efforts.  Presenters: Tadeu Fernandes

Tadeu: He is ready and willing to work with Sergej, and will be sending information about his work in Brazil to Sergej. He has some ideas regarding a documentary that Frank asked him to send in an email to be distributed to the ARISS International Team.

3)      ISS Commemorative Event.   Presenter: Rosalie White and Frank Bauer

Frank: Event commemorates Roy Neal in celebration of anniversaries of Shuttle, Mir, and ISS Ham Radio operations. Personalized certificates will be prepared by team at Goddard, will need list of names, callsigns, and whether it was a 2 way contact or 1 way SWL report. Artwork will be distributed to ARISS international team in the next couple of weeks. Rather than asking for cash to cover postage, will ask for SASE with proper postage to cover mailing from international QSL distributers.

Note: Packet will be considered 2 way if are digipeated.

Frank: Noted that Gaston is not online, so will need to work with him for Europe.

4)     Miscellaneous discussions

Frank will distribute technical paper discussing Phase II hardware to members of ARISS International team.

Robin expressed his thanks to Carolynn for all her efforts.

Next ARISS telecon: early January, depending on holidays.

Frank will ask Gaston to send out information on March meeting as soon as possible.

Next ISS Ham technical telecon: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 7:30 AM EST.

Frank wished Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to team, since this is the last ARISS telecon for this year.

Again, thanks to Carolynn Conley for her instrumental efforts in the program.

Telecon ended at 8:50 AM, EST.

