July 31, 2015

A direct contact  with scouts at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree, Nippon Boy Scout Amateur Radio Club, Bunkyo-ku, Japan, was successful  Fri 2015-07-31 11:26:54 UTC 74 deg.  Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS answered 20 questions for 20 scouts from Ireland, Denmark, Japan and other locations around the world attending the event.

View a YouTube video recording of the contact at https://www.youtube.com/watch?AGhQ8OamfTY&feature=player_embedded
The theme of the 23rd World Scout Jamboree (23WSJ) is “Wa: a Spirit of Unity”.  The Kanji character indicates awide variety of meanings such as unity, harmony, cooperation, friendship, and peace. Moreover, it encapsulates the essence of Japan, a country where tradition and the latest technology coexist in harmony.

There will be various walk-in activities that Scouts can enjoy during their free time. Such activities will include an amateur radio workshop (Callsign is 8N23WSJ).  Age of scouts who will talk with an astronaut is 14 – 17.
______________________________________________________________________________
July 28, 2015

A telebridge contact with students at United Space School, Seabrook,TX, USA was successful Tue 2015-07-28 12:53:10 UTC 81 deg.  The interview via station W6SRJ was with astronaut Kimiya Yui KG5BPH.  Students were able to ask and receive answers to 21 prepared questions.

The United Space School is the premier educational program hosted by the Foundation for International Space Education (FISE). For two weeks each summer, FISE invites approximately 50 students from 23 different countries to the Clear Lake, Texas area to introduce them to aspects of working in the space sciences. During their stay, the students work together in teams to assemble a manned mission to Mars, utilizing knowledge gained from guest lecturers and interactive field trips. The Foundation for International Space Education Board of Directors has two head teachers and five team mentors to assist the students in their day-to-day activities. United Space School culminates in a project presentation, in which the students present their final project to a panel of industry experts and the public. Upon successful completion of their final project presentation, the students are awarded a graduation certificate. 

Listen to an audio recording of the contact:
00:00
00:00
July 26, 2015

A direct contact via RZ9WWB between cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko, RN3BF and students at U. N. Sultanov Test-Pilot Cosmonaut International Aerospace School, Russia, was successful 2015-07-26 20:33 UTC.
______________________________________________________________________________

July 20, 2015

A telebridge contact with students at Albert Park College, Albert Park, Victoria, Australia, via W6SRJ was successful today at 08:40:28 UTC 30 deg.  The interview with cosmonaut Gennady Padalka, RN3DT was able to answer 20 questions for students.

Albert Park College is located in one of Melbourne's most prestigious locations. Nestled in the heart of Albert Park the school offers state of the art facilities designed and developed by award winning architects Woods Bagot.  Cutting edge architecture, combined with highly motivated staff ensure that we deliver high quality educational outcomes to the families of the City of Port Phillip.  Families of the new Albert Park College have high expectations and we are driven by our commitment to deliver the best possible outcomes for the students in our community.
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July 20, 2015

ARISS Commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of the Joint Apollo-Soyuz Mission SSTV Event: DIploma Offered for Participants
Some absolutely beautiful pictures have been posted on the ARISS SSTV image gallery by schools, educational organizations and ham radio operators worldwide during the SSTV event July 17-19.  See http://spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php.
In commemoration of the Apollo Soyuz SSTV event, ARISS will be distributing a limited edition diploma to all that received the SSTV images.  If you want to get a commemorative diploma e-mailed to you, we are cordially invite you to listen on 145.800 MHz FM, decode the audio and share your received images with us.

You can receive a commemorative diploma by filling in one of two application forms:
    English version: http://ariss.pzk.org.pl/Apollo-Soyuz/en
    or Russian language: http://ariss.pzk.org.pl/Apollo-Soyuz/ru

The deadline to apply for the diploma is the end of July 2015.
______________________________________________________________________________

July 18, 2015

A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with visitors to the Frontiers of Flight Museum in Dallas, TX, USA for the annual Moon Day celebration was successful Sat 2015-07-1816:55:29 UTC 84 deg. Cosmonaut Gennady Padalka, RN3DT, _ answered 10 questions for an audience of 225-250 visitors, that a included a large number of Girl Scouts. Space adventurer, Anousheh Ansari was on hand to answer additional questions for the audience. 

Find video and photos from local media coverage of the event at  
http://cw33.com/2015/07/18/moon-walkers-moon-day-at-frontiers-of-flight-museum/ and 
﻿http://www.dallasnews.com/photos/20150718-from-dallas-to-orbit-children-in-dallas-talk-directly-with-crew-onboard-the-international-space-station.ece﻿

Listen to a recording of the interview:
00:00
00:00
Information about the event:
Moon Day, the largest annual celebration of space exploration in the state of Texas, is presented jointly by the Frontiers of Flight Museum in Dallas and the National Space Society of North Texas.  This STEM-focused event features three dozen exhibitors with widely varied displays and activities ranging from Van de Graaff generators to portable planetariums.  The first 200 younger visitors receive “Lunar Sample Bags” of space-related magazines, posters, brochures, and other items of lasting interest.

Moon Day is held every year on the Saturday closest to the anniversary of the first human footsteps on our Moon, and for 2015 the event is scheduled for July 18.  While honoring previous accomplishments, Moon Day focuses on current and future activities in space exploration.  This year’s event, with an anticipated audience of 2,000 visitors, will highlight the International Space Station.

Programs and classes for all ages include model rocket building and launching for younger visitors as well as serious academic presentations for mature audiences.  Many of the activities correlate to requirements for Boy Scout and Girl Scout badges.  This year’s programs include presentations from ISS visitor Anousheh Ansari (the first private female space traveler), Dr. James Carter (the creator of simulated Moon soil for NASA), and author and former NASA mission controller Marianne Dyson. 
______________________________________________________________________________
July 14, 2015

SSTV Images from the ISS Will Celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Apollo-Soyuz Space Mission

40 years ago this week, the historic joint Apollo-Soyuz mission was conducted.   Apollo-Soyuz (or Soyuz-Apollo in Russia) represented the first joint USA-Soviet mission and set the stage for follow-on Russia-USA space collaboration on the Space Shuttle, Mir Space Station and the International Space Station.  The Soyuz and Apollo vehicles were docked from July 17-19, 1975, during which time joint experiments and activities were accomplished with the 3 USA astronauts and 2 Soviet cosmonauts on-board.  Apollo-Soyuz was the final mission of the Apollo program and the last USA human spaceflight mission until the first space shuttle mission in 1981.

To commemorate the 40th anniversary of this historic international event, the ARISS team has developed a series of 12 Slow Scan Television (SSTV) images that will be sent down for reception by schools, educational organizations and ham radio operators, worldwide.The SSTV images are planned to start sometime Saturday morning, July 18 and run through Sunday, July 19.  These dates are tentative and are subject to change. The SSTV images can be received on 145.80 MHz and displayed using several different SSTV computer programs that are available on the Internet. 

We encourage you to submit your best received SSTV images to:
http://spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/submit.php

The ARISS SSTV image gallery will post the best SSTV images received from this event at:
http://spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php

Also, as a special treat, on Saturday July 18 the ISS cosmonauts will take time out to conduct an ARISS contact with students attending the Moon Day/Frontiers of Flight Museum event in Dallas Texas.  This Russian cosmonaut-USA student contact is planned to start around 16:55 UTC through the W6SRJ ground station located in Santa Rosa, California.  ARISS will use the 145.80 MHz voice frequency downlink (same as the SSTV downlink) for the Moon Day contact. More details about these contacts are provided at Upcoming Contacts.

The ARISS international team would like to thank our ARISS-Russia colleague, Sergey Samburov, RV3DR, for his leadership on this historic commemoration.
[bookmark: _GoBack]July 10, 2015

A direct contact with students at Kopernik Observatory and Science Center, Vestal, NY, USA was successful Fri 2015-07-10 16:05:25 UTC 53 deg.  Student Cathy Deskur, KD2IDD, was the control operator for the contact using the club call sign K2ZRO. The contact was held in English with cosmonaut Gennady Padalka. All 16 questions from the students were answered and a closing statement of thanks was given in Russian by one of the students. 

A news clip from station WBGH, Binghamton, NY can be viewed at http://www.binghamtonhomepage.com/story/d/story/students-at-kopernik-talk-with-members-aboard-iss/25022/A8Ged7ssAUqpXc5NT-H2Nw.

The Kopernik Observatory & Science Center is a non-profit informal educational institution that promotes interdisciplinary education in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).   Through its classes, events and programs, Kopernik’s multigenerational approach emphasizes experiential, engaged and active learning as a model of STEM education in our region.  Founded in 1973, Kopernik has offered hundred of thousands of students of all ages the opportunity to learn about their world and the universe surrounding them.  Kopernik’s resources include three permanent telescopes, a heliostat, weather station, three classrooms, computer lab, and amateur radio station.  It also offers a robust outreach program in which its educators bring programs directly into the classroom.

Kopernik has had two previous ARISS contacts (2010 and 2013). Kopernik has offered middle and high school students attending its summer engineering camps the opportunity to participate in the 2015 ARISS contact and learn about life on the ISS. In preparation for the contact, the camp curriculum will include satellite orbits, satellite tracking, and radio communications. Students will ask the cosmonaut a wide range of questions about life on the ISS and space exploration.
______________________________________________________________________________
"Space Stations, Satellites, Reflections: Amateur Radio Contact with Space" the Theme at 40th Ham Radio Exhibition in Friedrichshafen, Germany

Oliver Amend, DG6BCE and Vice Chairman of ARISS-International, recently led several activities at the 40th "Ham Radio" in Friedrichshafen, Germany, which ran from June 26 - 28. (http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/) The theme for this year’s gathering was “Space Stations, Satellites, Reflections: Amateur Radio Contact with Space.” 

This annual event is an international gathering of leading ham radio organizations such as the ARRL, IARU, and prominent ham radio clubs including thousands of ham radio enthusiasts. Amend opened the event with a 15 minute speech having special focus on the history of amateur radio QSOs (amateur radio shorthand for “contacts”) with crewed spacecraft, which raised numerous follow-up discussions about ARISS and school contacts after the meeting. Activities continued through the weekend, which included a press conference on ARISS contacts. One of these featured Jakob Strickler, DK3CW, the 20 year old who organized and performed a German ISS contact with Alex Gerst. Another presentation by Amend titled “Students Take Contact with Space” was followed by a discussion with several German ISS school contact organizers who shared their impressions of experiences with ISS school contacts. Other presentations and discussion centered on the upcoming Digital Amateur TV system (DATV) for use with future ARISS school contacts.

Photos from the event can be viewed at http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-de/presse/pressebilder.php?id=all&cn=Alle%20Bilder.
July 1, 2015

A direct contact with students at Tulsa Community College, Northeast Campus,Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA was successful Wed 2015-07-01 15:59:17 UTC 20 deg. Students ranging in age from 60 to 13 asked cosmonaut Gennady Pedalka, RN3DT thirteen questions. The interview included a question from a deaf engineering student that was managed through an interpreter. Preparing for the contact, students assembled the ground station that was used to make the contact and participated in an antenna design contest.  Students tested their antennas by hand tracking the ISS.  They practiced doing receiving tests with the assembled ground station prior to the day of the contact to sharpen their skills.

A video recording of the contact is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZVWkPPLCEM&feature=youtu.be

School information:
TCC is Oklahoma’s largest community college with more students and more degree earners than any other community college in the state. We offer students a choice of 235 associate degree and certificate of completion programs of study. TCC students come from every walk of life, and our graduates work in all sectors of business and industry to help build a stronger, more diverse economy.  Four campuses (Metro, NE, SE, and W) serve the Tulsa, Oklahoma area.

If you're passionate about electronics, criminal justice, horticulture, engineering, computer networking, human services, fire emergency services, interpreter education or aviation science, "Northeast" is the campus for you. Located near Tulsa's industrial and aerospace hub, the campus is perfect if you're seeking a career in high-tech business or service-focused careers.  Along with a strong educational curriculum, the campus is home to the Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, offering access to higher education for all segments of the population.

The TCC Electronics club started in the early 1980’s on the NE Campus which is where the Electronics and Engineering Technology classes are offered.  Amateur Radio activities were added in 2000 (the year an instructor came on board as the only HAM operator), and we became an “ARRL” affiliated club in 2005.  Now the TCC-ARC station consists of two towers for HF and VHF, along with two EME and Radio Astronomy arrays. 
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