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Gagarin from Outer Space: A contact was successful Thu 2015-05-07 at 08:30 UTC with Ryazan State Radio Technical University, Ryazan, Russia, direct via RK3SWB. The ISS callsign was RSØISS, and the astronaut was Mikhail Korniyenko, RN3BF.

A contact was successful Sat 2015-05-09 08:20 UTC between Kursk, Russia, WWII veterans, direct via TBD. The ISS callsign was RSØISS, and the astronaut was Gennady Padalka, RN3DT.

Contacts on Sat 2015-05-09 09:52:06 UTC 27 deg with Istituto Tecnico Industriale Statale “Enrico Fermi,” Lucca, Italy, direct via IQ5LU, and with Studi di Firenze – Dipartimento di Fisica e Astronomia, Sesto Fiorentino, Italy, direct via IQ5PO, were both successful. The ISS callsign was IRØISS, and the astronaut was Samantha Cristoforetti IZØUDF, who answered 22 questions. There were several hundred in attendance at both locations, along with newspaper and TV media. The event was streamed live on the Web.

School Information
State Technical Industrial Institute is named for Enrico Fermi and is located in Lucca, Northern Tuscany. Five year courses are offered in Mechanics, Electrotechnics, Electronics, Information, and Communication Tecnology with several laboratories. There are about 700 students, aged 15 through 19. The school had an Amateur Radio Club with the callsign IK5YOI (license expired).
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A contact was successful on Sat 05-02-2015 at 14:34 UTC 45 degwith Sol Plaatje Primary School, Mahikeng, South Africa, and Scuola Secondaria di I Grado, Caprino Bergamasco, Italy, by telebridge via IK1SLD. Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti, IZØUDF, using ISS callsign IRØISS, answered students' questions.

School Information: 
Sol Plaatje Primary School is a co-ed school having Gr.0 - Gr.7 and 1,216 learners. Planet Earth and Beyond is part of the curriculum and the school tries to develop learners' knowledge about space bodies and inculcate a love for the subject. Sol Plaatje Primary School participated in the 2014 SAASTA Astronomy Quiz and was the best among more than 1,700 schools. 

Scuola Secondaria di I Grado is located in Caprino Bergamasco atop the hills between the Bergamo and Lecco regions of Italy. The school facility, recently built, serves the small community of 3,000 people. It instructs pupils from ages 3 to 14, and students from ages 11 to 14, in classes 1E, 2E, 2F and 3E, have been involved in ARISS activity.
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Ham Video Transmitter Now Transmitting

On Friday May 1, 2015, the Ham Video transmitter on board the Columbus module of the International Space Station was powered on and started transmitting in “Blank Transmission” (BT) mode. In this mode, the transmitter is operated without a camera. The digital TV signal is fully formatted, but the content of the video is black and the content of the audio is at zero level. From a technical perspective, the BT signal is all that is needed for testing and fine-tuning ground stations.

The Ham Video transmitter frequency is 2395 MHz and the symbol rate is 2.0 Ms/sec. The Ham Video transmitter will stay on as long as on-board operations permit. For more details, visit HamTV on the ISS.

When the ground stations are determined to operate reliably, the Ham Video transmitter will be used to enhance ARISS school contacts. Uplink will remain VHF audio only. This operational mode is dubbed ARISS Ham TV.
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