January 31, 2015

An ARISS contact with schools in Italy was successful on Saturday, January 31, 2015. This was a telebridge contact with Istituto Salesiano “G.  Bearzi” in Udine and Intercultura Onlus in Milano, relayed through ground station K6DUE in Greenbelt, Maryland. Contact was established at 08:39 UTC, 09:39 local time with NA1SS.The astronaut was Samantha Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF, using the ISS call sign NA1SS. Cristoforetti answered a total of 13 questions from the students. The contact was covered by NHK TV with 500 spectators in attendance. 

An advance story about the upcoming contact was published on the ESA website at :
http://www.esa.int/ita/ESA_in_your_country/Italy/Un_saluto_dalla_Terra_in_tutte_le_lingue_del_mondo._Samantha_Cristoforetti_parla_con_gli_studenti_di_Intercultura_e_di_Udine


The event was announced on ESA Portal - National News:
http://www.esa.int/ita/ESA_in_your_country/Italy/Un_saluto_dalla_Terra_in_tutte_le_lingue_del_mondo._Samantha_Cristoforetti_parla_con_gli_studenti_di_Intercultura_e_di_Udine

Listen to an audio recording of the contact:
00:00
00:00
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Istituto Salesiano “G. Bearzi”
The school is a Salesian school with 750 students, from 6 to 20 years old. We have also a small hostel for college students.                                                   

Intercultura Onfus
Intercultura is the Italian representative of AFS Intercultural Programs, an international, non-profit volunteer organization that provides intercultural learning opportunities and cultural exchange programs throughout more than 60 different countries in the world, involving 13,000 students and an equivalent number of families and schools every year. In Italy, Intercultura is a non-profit organization (Onlus) recognized by the Italian government, under the patronage of the Ministry of Foreign  Affairs. The professional staff of Intercultura includes 40 people who work in the headquarters of Colle Val D’Elsa (Siena) or in the public relations offices based in Milan and Rome. The 4,000 affiliated volunteers are organized in 150 local chapters and offer voluntary work to promote international school based exchange programs.
______________________________________________________________________________
January 29, 2015

Russian SSTV Images from the ISS This Weekend 
Russian SSTV transmissions are planned from the International Space Station on January 31 and February 1. The transmit frequency will be 145.800. The expected mode is PD180 producing a high quality image with a frame scan of 187 seconds.

Image transmissions for Saturday, Jan. 31 should begin at 10:00 UTC and on Sunday,  Feb. 1, look for signals to start at 09:00 UTC. For both days, operation is expected to terminate around 21:30 UTC.

Received images can be uploaded to the image gallery found a http://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php.
______________________________________________________________________________
January 26, 2015

Television Report About ARISS Produced by Italian RAI-3 TV

A television program about amateur radio and including interviews with Emanuele D'Andria I0ELE, President AMSAT Italia, Francesco De Paolis IK0WGF, secretary AMSAT Italia and Piero Tognolatti I0KPT, and including coverage of the ARISS program has been produced by the Italian RAI-3 TV Channel,  sponsored by the Italian Parliament. The program gives visibility to the ARISS program, the upcoming HAMTV operations and a recent Italian ARISS mult-school contact.
The show can be viewed online at  http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-7c260ac3-0c03-4dea-aebd-e722f46a8729.html#p=
______________________________________________________________________________

January 24, 2015

A contact with high school students at Japanese Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) headquarters in Shibuya, Japan in connection with their “Masakame” event was successful Sat 2015-01-24 14:21:04  UTC 56 deg. This was a direct contact between the ISS and amateur ground station JK1ZRW. The contact took place on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2015 with astronaut,Samantha Cristoforetti. Eight questions out of nine were answered. The signal was reported to be good. Approximately 200 attended with NHK TV present. 

Japan’s NHK is televising a regular science program “Masakame” for young people.  ("Masakame" means Good Heavens.) They are planning to offer a special program around the ARISS contact, which will be video recorded, and Amateur Radio satellites on air on February 28.
______________________________________________________________________________
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January 15, 2015

A direct contact with students at Richmond Heights Middle School and at BioTECH @ Richmond Heights High School in Miami, Florida, USA via W1HQL was successful Thu 2015-01-15 16:09:40 UTC 46 deg.  Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF answered 12 questions for an audience of 400 students.

View  local news reports at:
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EThkmFRSVxA
  http://wlrn.org/post/amateur-radio-club-connects-miami-students-space-station

﻿Richmond Heights Middle School﻿
Richmond Heights Middle School opened its doors in 1963 in the Richmond Heights community in southwest Miami, Florida.   The now 50 year-old school, is located in a historic African American Community.  An army captain by the name of Frank C. Martin believed it to be a wise investment as well as the right thing to do to establish a housing development in which Black veterans of WWII could purchase their own home.  There are currently 636 students and a teaching staff of 41 faculty members.  Along with its exemplary athletics program, full time gifted program, and Cambridge program, Richmond Heights Middle School offers a Zoology Magnet program to the students of Miami Dade County Public Schools.  This is an extremely unique magnet program that is one of only three in the nation.  The zoology magnet is a result of a partnership with Zoo Miami, the Zoological Society of Florida and Richmond Heights Middle School.  It has been in existence since 1988.  Students have the unique opportunity to visit the zoo to study the animals within their exhibits while engaging in STEM fields of study.

BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12 High School
BioTECH @ Richmond Heights 9-12 High School is the only Conservation Biology public magnet high school is the United States and boasts three campuses: our educational center at Richmond Campus, our Research Station at Zoo Miami, and our Botanical Outpost at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden.  BioTECH provides students with a challenging and advanced level math and science curriculum focused on Conservation Biology that exposes them to rigorous STEM coursework as well as research opportunities with practicing scientists in state-of-the-art laboratories.  In classes taken on-site at Zoo Miami, students study the human impact on biological diversity, making BioTECH the only school in the country to offer a full research and teaching facility within zoo grounds.  Research experiences are offered in collaboration with the local zoo and the local research and botanic garden.  BioTECH is currently home to 130 students that travel within the boundaries of a 467 square mile area to attend this unique school.  The school opened its doors in August 2014 with a total of 8 faculty members, 7 support staff members, and an arsenal of practicing scientists and conservation educators from Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, Zoo Miami, Zoological Society of Florida, Everglades National Park, The Dumond Conservancy, and Biscayne National Park.
______________________________________________________________________________

January 9, 2015

A contact with three Italian schools today,  Fri 2015-01-09 at 10:14:09 UTC 31 deg, was successful.  The event included students at Scuola Santa Teresa del Bambin Gesù, Roma, Italy, direct via IKØUSO, students at Istituto Salesiano Villa Sora, Frascati, Italy, direct via IWØCZC, and students at Scuola Pontificia Pio IX, Roma, Italy, via telebridge. Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF answered 20 questions posed by students, replying with many details.

Listen to recordings of both contacts established per direct/telebridge:
http://www.amsat.it/audio/ARISS_January092015_1011UTC.mp3
http://www.amsat.it/audio/ARISS_January092015_1145UTC.mp3
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/5912997.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/9260555.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/8926797.jpg]

Scuola Santa Teresa del Bambino Gesù
The school “Santa Teresa del Bambino Gesù” is a catholic primary school in Rome, established to answer to the needs and demands for Catholic education by the local population.

The school belongs to the Congregation of Missionary Carmelitane Sisters of Saint Therese of Jesus Child. The school is open to families that take care of the religious education and formation of their children. Preparation for the ISS radio contact has been underway for a long time, including educational projects on different scientific topics to support the special event.            

Istituto Salesiano Villa Sora
Villa Sora is located on the side of the ancient Roman boulevard (now Via Tuscolana) in an area known as Tusculanus ager, which is full of sumptuous villas, including those of Cicero, Lucullus and Sulpicius Galba. This villa was built as a country house in the same grounds of Lucullus` villa in the mid-16th century and it was originally known as ‘Torricella’.  The earliest documentation of its history dates back to 1546, when the Chapel of Sancta Sanctorum of Rome owned the villa. The land currently measures over 6 acres and includes, in addition to the house and the school, a large park with several building lots. 

The school of Villa Sora has a notable historical tradition.  Since 1925, it has a primary school and a liceo classico.  The liceo scientifico was founded in 1966 and in 1986 its admission was opened to girls.  In 1989, the middle school was created, and finally, in 2011, a new liceo economico sociale was founded. The middle school now has 200 students divided in three classes. The liceo classico has 180 students, the liceo scientifico 280 and the liceo economico sociale 80, for a total of 740 students.
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