July 27, 2016
A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with students at the Peoria Riverfront Museum, Peoria IL, USA  was successful Wed 2016-07-27 19:59:27 UTC 36 deg. Astronaut Jeff Williams KD5TVQ answered 15 questions prepared by students participating in the "Space to Ground" club. The audience included 350 visitors at the museum in seats, in aisles and sitting on the floor. The interview was also streamed live for an audience of 100 in another room.
Read a story reported by a local news affiliate:  http://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/guests-at-riverfront-museum-talks-to-astronaut-in-space

The Peoria Riverfront Museum focuses on interdisciplinary learning - a fusion of art, history, science and achievement designed to develop knowledge, critical thinking skills and a lifelong passion for learning. We have a state-of-the-art planetarium to teach astronomy and other science topics, and a giant screen theater that shows educational and feature films. Our mission is to inspire lifelong learning for all - connecting art, history, science and achievement through collections, exhibitions and programs. 
 
Peoria is the largest city in Central Illinois, with a population of 115,000 in the city, and about 400,000 in the greater metro area. The surrounding area is rural, with a great deal of farming communities.
 
The questions to the astronaut will be asked by students in our “Space to Ground” club, and by museum visitors and staff. The questions labeled “Staff/Audience Member” were collected from museum visitors, but we are not sure if the person who submitted the question will be at the event, so we do not have names.
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​July 25, 2016
A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students attending the ESA Space Camp 2016 in Lenk, Switzerland, was successful Mon 2016-07-25  12:46:35 UTC 49 deg. Astronaut Takuya Onishi, KF5LKS answered 22 questions for students before an audience of 80 students and 20 ESA staff members. More than 60 connections were made via web streaming.

The ESA Space Camp is a summer camp organized by the European Space Agency at KUSPO, “Kurs und Sportzentrum” in Lenk, Switzerland. The activity is part of an educational program. Children at the camp will have 2 weeks of space education and this event will be a highlight for making ARISS contact with an astronaut in space.

The education program will cover the themes of space and exploration in particular looking at Rosetta final operations as well as planet Earth and its uniqueness in the universe. Children will receive a lesson based around how we communicate with the crew on the ISS from a ham radio expert.  Local media and authorities are involved, also with the support of the camp provider.

July 19, 2016
​A successful telebridge contact via W6SRJ took place at the United Space School (USS) hosted by the Foundation for International Space Education in Seabrook, Texas, USA on July 19, 2016.  Astronaut Jeff Williams answered 18 student questions and 100 young people and observers viewed the activity.  Students, who studied many space topics at USS, were from 23 different countries.  

The United Space School is a premier educational program hosted by the Foundation for International Space Education (FISE). For two weeks each summer, FISE invites approximately 50 students from 23 different countries to the Clear Lake, Texas area to introduce them to aspects of working in the space sciences. During their stay, the students work together in teams to assemble a manned mission to Mars, utilizing knowledge gained from guest lecturers and interactive field trips. The Foundation for International Space Education Board of Directors has two head teachers and five team mentors to assist the students in their day-to-day activities. United Space School culminates in a project presentation, in which the students present their final project to a panel of industry experts and the public. Upon successful completion of their final project presentation, the students are awarded a graduation certificate. 
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July 18, 2016
A  telebridge via VK4KHZ with students at the YOTA Camp 2016 IARU-R1 in Salzburg, Austria, was successful Mon 2016-07-18 10:25:53 UTC 72 deg. Astronaut Jeff Williams KD5TVQ answered 20 questions for an audience of more than 100 youngsters from 30 countries and two continents, most holding a radio amateur license. 

Radio Salzburg covered the event at http://salzburg.orf.at/news/stories/2786408.

​Videos capture some of the engaging hands-on workshop activites, as well as the interview with Williams.
https://vimeo.com/175431977
https://vimeo.com/channels/yota2016
​
Youngsters On The Air is a youth camp which is held every summer since 2011. This year more than 25 teams from different countries of IARU (International Amateur Radio Union) Region 1 will travel to take part in YOTA, which will be organized by OeVSV in Wagrain Austria.
 
Young hams will participate in activities as presentations, competitions, ARDF, kit building and much more. A main part of the program this year will be satellites, space, AMSAT and a contact with ISS. This will be a great chance and unforgettable moment for all youngsters.
 
Throughout the year several activities are being held. One of them is YOTA December month. Special call signs with YOTA in suffix are on the air to give youth a change to grab the mic.
 
In YCP (Youth Contesting Program) youngsters are invited to travel to a big-gun contest station and take part with a youth team in a contest.
 
The goal of YOTA is to welcome new and young amateur radio operators to our hobby. To organize activities for the existing young radio amateurs and invite new youth to take part.


	July 16, 2016
​
A telebridge via W6SRJ contact with students participating in Frontiers of Flight Museum's “Moon Day 2016”, Dallas TX, USA was successful Sat 2016-07-16 15:54:09 UTC 88 deg.  Astronaut Jeffrey Williams, KD5TVQ answered 16 questions for a capacity audience of 200. 

Watch a video of the interview​.
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://youtu.be/GgIqH34F7RU
	


The Frontiers of Flight Museum is committed to an Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) contact for our Moon Day event on July 16, 2016.  Our previous experience was one of the most successful events in our Museum’s 25-year history.

 As a result of the ARISS uplink during our last Moon Day in July 2015, we have reached a whole new audience of families—not only from the students who were selected to ask their questions, but also from the 200+ members of the audience who witnessed their direct communication with Commander Gennady Padalka on Expedition 44.
 
These new audiences have given us an even larger “family” to educate, motivate, and inspire with our stories of space flight history and innovation, including the importance of International Space Station research to life on Earth.  We look forward to an even larger audience for 2016

July 14, 2016
A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students from a consortium of schools attending the ISS R&D Conference, San Diego, CA, USA as part of STEM Day on Thu 2016-07-14 16:03:33 UTC 37 deg was successful.  Sixteen students interviewed astronaut Jeffrey Williams. They received answers to 21 questions before communication was lost. Astronauts Carl Walz and Josh Cassada were present and talked with the audience of 210 conference attendees before and after the contact. Descriptions of the schools with student representatives participating in the contact are provided below.

A local CBS affiliate covered the event: www.cbs8.com/story/32464072/san-diego-students-make-out-of-this-world-phone-call
 
Watch a video of the event at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFOTMqyj9nA&feature=youtu.be
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Lake Elementary School, Oceanside, CA
Lake Elementary School opened in 1989 in southeastern Oceanside. A top priority continues to be the use of technology by students and staff to prepare children for 21st Century College and Career readiness.
 
Community Montessori Charter School, Escondido , CA
CMCS currently serves approximately 375 students in grades K-8. Students attend one of five resource centers located throughout San Diego county, and are on a Montessori home study program.
 
Vista Magnet Middle School, Vista, CA
Students will be literate, reflective and critical thinkers in all areas of interaction who transfer knowledge and embrace diversity within a global society.
 
Monte Vista Elementary School, Vista, CA
Our vision at Monte Vista Elementary is to ignite a love of learning and a sense of curiosity in all students. We will promote academic achievement through high expectations and develop problem solvers who are technologically proficient.
 
Lilac School, Valley Center, CA
The Lilac Learning Community shares a commitment to exploring, developing and differentiating deliberate, effective strategies and practices for learning in a dynamic environment of collaboration, inquiry and diversity. 
 
STAR Prep Academy, Los Angeles, CA
The STAR PREP ACADEMY is an extraordinary private middle & high school for students who seek an individualized approach to learning, based on their desired areas of specialization.
 
Westminster Christian School, Miami, FL
Founded in 1961, Westminster is an independent, college-preparatory, coeducational Christian school serving 1,241 students from preschool through 12th grade.  

July 6, 2016
A telebridge contact via VK5ZA with students at the Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, USA, was successful Wed 2016-07-06 14:28:20 UTC 77 deg. Astronaut Jeff Williams answered 20 questions while an audience of 60 people enjoyed the activities. The participating students were part of a summer camp at which Museum staff and local amateur radio operators used the ARISS contact as a lab-based education opportunity to teach such topics as orbital mechanics and radio.
 
The Science Museum of Virginia's Outreach Education team is very excited to have been selected by the ARISS program to be a contact site for the ISS this summer.  Being centrally located in Richmond has afforded us the opportunity to pull participants from in and around the Greater Metro Richmond area, including Metro Richmond Boys and Girls Clubs.  We have constructed our program for and recruited participants from grades 8-12 for this summer's ARISS camp experience.  We believe that the diversity of participants along with the variety of excellent exhibit spaces we have to offer, including our new exhibit, SPEED, and our state of the art digital Dome Theater will prove to be great catalysts for an unforgettable week!
 
We will be offering participants a week chock full of experiences that are directly and indirectly connected to the who, what, why, when, and where's of space exploration.  In addition to working with our museum staff, participants will have apprenticeship experiences working side-by-side with volunteer amateur radio club members, who will share their wealth of knowledge about capabilities and inner workings of past and current radio communication technologies and devices.    
 
 After receiving this introduction to the inner workings of ham radio participants will be challenged to assemble their own radio kit that they will be able to take home with them. Along with the hands on learning and interaction with the radio operators, our team of educators will facilitate activities that explore STEM topics ranging from orbital mechanics, engineering design using 3D printing, all the way to health and nutrition in space.  Participants will be pushed to stretch their critical thinking skills and creative problem solving abilities as they investigate the business and science of space travel.    

As a culminating activity, participants will be tasked to develop and apply their knowledge, their teamwork skills, their project management skills, as well as their own analytical skills, as they work to develop solutions to a final 3D printing design challenge.

July 1, 2016
A direct contact via DN1JKG with students at Justus-Knecht-Gymnasium, Bruchsal, Germany, was successful Fri 2016-07-01  08:31:23 UTC 74  deg.  Astronaut  Jeff Williams, KD5TVQ answered 20 questions for an audience of 300, and 600 students listening remotely.  Read a report on the event on the school's website:  http://www.jkg.ka.schule-bw.de/

The Justus-Knecht-Gymnasium is one of the biggest schools of general education in the administrative district of Karlsruhe
in Baden-Wurttemberg. More than 1,300 students are taught by over one hundred teachers. Our focus is on a scientific profile with the succession of languages being English-French or English-Latin. Furthermore, science and technology is a major subject starting in year 8. About 85% of our students opt for this profile.

For four years now the Justus-Knecht-Gymnasium has been one of 44 model schools in Baden-Wurttemberg which allow students to take their A-levels at different speeds – either after eight or nine years of secondary education.
The Justus-Knecht-Gymnasium is also participating in three different educational pilot projects. In the last two years
leading up to their A-levels, students may take up Mathematics “plus” (an enhanced version of the subject Mathematics,
six lessons a week) or computer science as a major subject as well as science and technology as a minor subject.
Additionally, there are optional subjects for senior students, such as for example psychology, philosophy, drama, and
especially natural sciences like geology, computer algebra, computer science, and astronomy. The Justus-Knecht-Gymnasium cooperates with partners in various fields, especially the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT).

​In 2015 the town of Bruchsal organized the “Heimattage Baden-Württemberg” (Homeland Days of Baden-Württemberg).
The Justus Knecht-Gymnasium took part in different projects, e.g. “Heimat Erde” (Homeland Earth). Students of different
years worked on the topic. Moreover there’s a study team working together with the amateur radio operators of Bruchsal.
They established radio communication, built a stratosphere balloon and prepared the radio link to the ISS.
 

June 30, 2016
A direct contact vie RZ9WWB with The All-Russian Public Organization Radio And Radiolûbitel ′Stva" The Russian Amateur Radio Union", in Ufa, Russia, was successful Thu 2016-06-30 07:55  UTC. Astronaut Oleg Skripochka RN3FU answered all interview questions asked.

 June 19, 2016
A direct contact via R2Ø16SS between astronaut Oleg Skripochka RN3FU and participants at a Gagarin From Space event, "Slavic Commonwealth" in Sochi, Russia, was successful on Sun 2016-06-19 09:30 UTC. 
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June 13, 2016


​A telebridge contact via VK4KHZ with students at Briargreen Public School, Nepean, ON, Canada was successful Mon  2016-06-13 at 15:19:15 UTC 31 deg.  Astronaut Timothy Peake, KG5BVI answered 15 questions for an audience of 250 students along with parents and visitors.

​Briargreen is an amazing K-6 open-concept school nestled in a suburban community of west Ottawa in Ontario, Canada. It is a caring community of diverse students, teachers and parents, who love to share both our in-class and out-of-class experiences with each other. Some of our noteworthy special events include our Kindergarten Chinese New Year parade, Terry Fox Run activities and junior community games days. Our learning community has some of the most wonderful students in the world! Visit our website at briargreenps.ocdsb.ca/Pages/home.aspx


June 12, 2016
NASA Astronaut Scott Tingle Earns Amateur Radio License and is Now Owner of Call Sign KG5NZA
 
NASA Astronaut Scott D. Tingle earned his technician license and plans to use it to support ARISS during his scheduled time on the International Space Station as part of the Expedition 53 crew.  Launch is tentatively planned for fall of 2017.  His stay continues into Expedition 54.
​
Tingle earned his Amateur Radio license, passing his exam on June 3, 2016. The FCC issued the call sign, KG5NZA, to him on June 8.  In January, as he began some NASA training in Russia he requested the license study material.  He had heard about ARISS during his astronaut training, and in January, decided to study on his own. The astronaut training program runs for at least two years, is intense, and heavily loaded with all types of required studies, and Amateur Radio is optional. 

ARISS Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, said, “The ARISS Team is excited to see continuing great interest among the Astronauts and Astronaut Candidates who are looking forward to supporting Amateur Radio activities through the ARISS platform.”  
​
Tingle graduated from Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana, in 1988 with a master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering, specializing in fluid mechanics and propulsion.  A captain in the United States Navy, he has served as a combat pilot in Iraq and Afghanistan and has earned copious awards and commendations. He was selected for the astronaut program in 2009 as one of 14 members of NASA Astronaut Group 20, and graduated in 2011.

	June 7, 2016
ARISS Delivers the Excitement of Space Exploration to UK Students
​
Two stories shared in UK media capture the excitement and reward of the UK’s ARISS ham radio operations team’s efforts in connection with Tim Peake’s Principia Mission.

Carole Cadwalladr, a writer from The Guardian (a UK national newspaper) was present for the ARISS contact on May 9 at The King’s School, Ottery St. Mary in Devon, UK.  In the Sunday, May 29 edition, she posted a story that beautifully captures the spirit of space adventure and how the ARISS program brings that excitement to students, their educators, and their communities in profound ways.  The story is at: https://www.theguardian.com/science/2016/may/29/tim-peake-ground-control-revive-science-interest-schools-space.

	[image: Picture]
The UK ARISS Operations Team of radio amateurs with UK Space Agency’s Libby Jackson and Susan Buckle at The King’s School, Ottery St. Mary in Devon UK.



​TXFactor produced a documentary about the ARISS program’s interface with Tim Peake’s Principia Mission. The documentary describes the process UK schools undertook to apply for a scheduled radio interview with Peake, and preparations for the contact opportunity by the King’s School in Devon. It details the station set up by amateur radio volunteers who accomplished successful radio contacts between 10 UK Schools during Peake's Principia endeavor. Seven of these ten contacts included the reception of HamTV signals both at the school (using a mobile based ATV reception facility) and a 3.8m dish located at the Goonhilly Satellite Earth Station. ​Watch the video on YouTube at: http://www.txfactor.co.uk/txf011.sht
	

​At right, the Radio Society of Great Britain tells the story of their work with UK schools to bring the opportunity of amateur radio contacts to UK students.
​​
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June 6, 2016​
A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students at Glenmore State High School, Rockhampton, Queensland, Australia was successful Mon 2016-06-06 08:39:31 UTC 31 deg. The audience assembled in the school’s 500 seat sports stadium.  All seats were filled with an additional 100 persons standing as  astronaut Tim Kopra, KE5UDN provided answers to questions from students.

Glenmore High School is a modern, progressive secondary school providing quality education for students from years 7 to 12. Since its establishment in 1975 Glenmore High School has earned a reputation for high quality educational programs and services which develop a passion in students for learning and life.
 
Glenmore SHS runs an extension Science/Math program named “SCOPE” where student enrol and work through year levels at an accelerated rate, which allows them to finish traditional schooling early and conduct further studies at our local university, to which we are partnered (Central Queensland University), during their final year of schooling.
 
Students in the “SCOPE- Science” program are encouraged to participate in our schools astronomy club and robotics club as an extra curricula activity. The schools astronomy club works with local primary schools, teaching about space and running viewing evenings.
 


June 4, 2016
​A direct contact via 8N3B with students at Bouze Island Elementary and Junior High School, Homeji, Japan, was successful Sat  2016-06-04 08:31:09 UTC 74 deg. Astronaut Timothy Peake KG5BVI answered 16 questions for students and an audience of 500.

Watch a video of the interview at  http://www.ariss.jp/bouze/bouze.wmv

Bouze Island is one of the Ieshima small Islands which are located in the Seto Inland sea of Hyogo Prefecture in Japan. There are about 1400 people on the island and are part of the marine products industry. They live with simplicity and are friendly.  But the students of this Island have not had a chance for scientific experience as part of their school education because of their remote location. There are 140 persons in the elementary school and 100 persons in the junior high school. 
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