January 26, 2017

A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students at the Swiss Space Center – École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland was successful Thu 2017-01-26 11:06:29 UTC 53. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG responded to the first call by W6SRJ and the students asked all twenty questions. There was an audience of 76 with newspaper coverage. 

The Swiss Space Center works to ensure that research institutions and companies have access to the space sector and collaborate with each other on projects of international scope. The Swiss Space Center, which is connected to École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, is also involved in vocational training, education of young people and fostering the appreciation of space on the part of the general public. Two schools will be participating in the call to the International Space Station.
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​January 16, 2017

​A telebridge via K6DUE with students at the Léon Blum High School, Le Creusot, France was successful Mon 2017-01-16 11:53:17 UTC 60 deg. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered 19 questions with over 300 people listening on site. Several newspapers including Le Journal do Saone et Loire covered the contact as did regional TV station France 3, shared on YouTube.
https://youtu.be/jymkk_notmk
	


Le Creusot is a commune in the Saône-et-Loire department in the region of Bourgogne in eastern France. Formerly a mining town, its economy is now dominated by large metallurgical companies such as ArcelorMittal, Schneider Electric, and Alstom. In the 19th century, iron ore mines and forges around Le Creusot generated a business in steel, railways, armaments, and shipbuilding.
 
The lycée Léon Blum (Le Creusot-71) together with the lycée international Charles de Gaulle (Dijon-21) and lycée Pierre Paul Riquet (Saint-Orens-31) were selected after a call for projects in March 2015 by the CNES Youth Education department for the PROXIMA mission. The project is named CERES (after the name of ancient roman goddess of agriculture). Thomas will grow some seeds in space as part of the CERES educational experiment. A special cargo of mustard, lentil and radish seeds was sent to him on the Space Station. He should water them and take pictures at regular intervals to study how the seeds grow in space. Students of the two partner high schools and a local elementary school are also participating to the list of questions.

January 12, 2017

​A combined telebridge via K6DUE with students at Collège Saint-Guibert, Gembloux, Belgium and Euro Space Center, Transinne, Belgium was successful Thu 2017-01-12 13:46:51 UTC 36 deg.  Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered all 20 questions posed by students. Two hundred people were present in the audience.
​
​The Saint-Guibert College was founded by the congregation of the Brethren of the Christian Schools, following the principles of its founder Jean Baptiste de La Salle.This pedagogy is centered on the youngsters, adapted to their time and devoted to their social insertion, with special care for the most needy.
 
Our College, located at Gembloux in central Belgium, comprises 4 separate schools and 3100 students:
- The basic school with kindergarten and primary school 2 - 12, Saint–Guibert square 
 - The secondary school, general, technical and professional, 12 – 18, Orneau square
 - The small school at the Station, for Dutch immersion tuition, 2 ½ - 12, and French kindergarten
- The kindergarten at Ernage.
 
Openness, listening, availability, faith, the place of the pupil are the values of our pedagogic project, summarized by Albert Jacquard’s saying: “I am the relations I weave.”
 
We want a school that favours:
A. The relation to oneself,
B. The relation to knowledge,
C. The relation to others.
 
Euro Space Center opened in June 1991, Euro Space Center is a discovery center specializing in socio-educational recreation. Our field of specialization is space. Euro Space Center has become a leader in Belgium for the dissemination of knowledge about space sciences and technologies. Euro Space Center is open to the general public all year round and also welcomes trainees from many different countries. The goal is to spark a love for the sciences and innovation.
 
Euro Space Center and its high-tech environment are unique in Europe. They enable young people and adults to learn about astronomy, robotics, space engineering and more. Euro Space Center also lets people (re)discover an exceptional human adventure: mankind’s conquest of space. 

	January 11, 2017

​A direct contact via W6FOG with students at the World Genesis Foundation (WGF), Goodyear, AZ. & Quartzsite in Motion, Quartzsite, AZ. was successful Wed 2017-01-11 16. Astronaut Shane Kimbrough,KE5HOD answered all 18 student questions for an audience 400 students and about 300 adults, including the Quartzville, AZ, mayor. In a large activity room, kids and teachers experimented with demos and exhibit items such as emergency communications go-kits and drones. Teachers had been given educational materials for this year-long program aimed at inspiring students to study and pursue STEM. A number of students earned their ham radio license. 

Watch a video telling the story (at right).
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://youtu.be/eNJ4mEdA3Qw
​
	


​There are two non-profit organizations based in Quartzsite, Arizona, coordinating this ARISS contact. The World Genesis Foundation operates with a mission to "leave no child without hope for the future." Quartzsite in Motion is a public/private partnership with the town of Quartzsite that operates to "promote health, education and community” in Quartzsite and surrounding towns. Students participating in the event come from six small schools in five town towns in rural western Arizona.
 
The coordinating organizations have provided training and support materials to administrators and teachers at every participating school. The contact is part of a year-long program designed to encourage students to study and pursue work in science, technology, engineering and math.​ It created opportunity for young people to explore the many wonders and possibilities that exist in radio science, amateur radio and space research, delivering fun and engaging learning opportunities in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) and work hand-in-hand with local schools, communities, families and amateur radio clubs.
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January 4, 2017

​A direct contact via K4JMC with students at Rainbow Middle School in Rainbow City, AL was successful Wed 2017-01-04 17:29:40 UTC 80 deg. Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD conducted the interview with the students.
 
Read local media stories about the event at:
​www.gadsdentimes.com/news/20170104/rainbow-middle-school-students-talk-to-astronaut-on-space-station
www.tv24.tv/single-post/2017/01/04/Out-of-This-World-Experience-for-Local-Students
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The school is located in North East Alabama.  We are a 6th-8th grade school of about 700 students.  We are very privileged to have the opportunity for this contact.  This is an exciting adventure for our students to learn more about the challenges and opportunities of space exploration.  We hope to enliven their curiosity and interest through efforts and experiences before, during, and after the ARISS contact.  This also provides our students the occasion to learn about amateur radio and how it works.
 
We have completed a variety of activities and lessons which have heightened our anticipation for our contact date.  Many of our students did not understand the International Space Station or what it is used for before we started this process.  On October 19, and November 18, our 6th grade classes joined to watch a replay of both ISS launches.  It was very exciting to watch Expedition Crew 49 and 50 begin their journey into orbit.  We have viewed tours of the ISS and have watched recent interviews with crew members aboard the ISS.  Many students have downloaded a NASA app to keep up with current news and happenings.  We are currently researching the crew members of Expeditions 49 and 50 to understand their background and interests.  Half of the 6th grade curriculum focuses on the Sun Earth Moon System and Planetary Systems.  Various lab activities are helping us to explore gravity on different planets, construct and utilize scale models of our solar system, simulate different planetary and solar system processes, and expand our student's overall knowledge of the Solar System.  After our contact in January we will be continuing activities and research of space exploration, the ISS, and amateur radio.
 
As teachers we have been energized as we have learned more and more about the ISS and NASA.  It has been exciting to share with our students in this process of learning and preparation.  We are amazed as we study our Earth and beyond.  It is hard for us to imagine the experience you are having as you look down on our AMAZING EARTH each day!  We thank you for volunteering your time to meet with us through radio communication.  It will be an honor and privilege to meet you!

January 4, 2017
​
​A direct contact via F1IMF with students at Collège Mathilde Marthe Faucher, Allassac, France was successful Wed 2017-01-04 11:16:26 UTC 30 deg. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered all 20 questions.

Allassac is a French town in the corrèze departement, in the new Aquitaine-Limousin-Poitou-Charentes area. There are 3,869 inhabitants. It is 20 kilometers north of Brive-la-gaillarde and 200 km north of Toulouse. The Mathilde Marthe Faucher public middle school currently hosts 400 of students in 16 classes. Students in the 6th grade are participating in the ARISS project.
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