February 26, 2017

​A direct contact via RA1AJN with individuals at the Raduga Space Communication Center of St. Petersburg, Russia took place Sun 2017-02-26 09:15 UTC with  Astronaut Sergey Ryzhikov. ​

February 25, 2017

A direct contact via F4HHV with students at Ecole primaire Elie Desplan, Boissières, France and Marie Castang, Saint Dionisy, France was successful Sat 2017-02-25 13:14:15 UTC 58 deg. 

We are two small schools in pretty twin villages in the South of France, Boissières and Saint-Dionisy. Enjoying very beautiful surroundings, we are located just 15 km from Nîmes and 40 km from Montpellier, in the Occitanie region, on the threshold of the Camargue wetlands and the Cevennes mountain range. Our villages are nestled at the foot of a hillside covered with evergreen oak trees, juniper bushes, thyme, "capitelles" (dry-stone cabins) and with a well-preserved "oppidum" (iron-age settlement) at its summit. From the top, one can marvel at the splendid view over the plain of Vaunage (stretching between Caveirac and Calvisson), the Pic Saint Loup and the Mediterranean Sea on the horizon, and to the recognisable architecture of the Grande Motte (seaside town). On a clear day, one can even discern the peaks of Mont Lozère, Mont Aigoual and Mont Ventoux.
 
Our two little schools, served by a single school-bus-run, work closely together within an inter-town educational grouping ("Regroupement Pédagogique Intercommunal") and maintain a privileged relationship with all of the children. The Boissières school welcomes 61 pupils from infants ("maternelle") to first grade ("Cours Préparatoire") - in three classes.  The Saint-Dionisy school receives daily 73 children from second grade ("Cours Elémentaire 1re Année") up to fifth grade ("Cours Moyen 2e Année") - also in three classes. The pupils are delighted to work together on a common theme between the two schools.  They are charmed by this wonderful project of being able to communicate with Thomas Pesquet from space. They have been carrying out lots of learning work and are making discoveries about astronomy, the International Space Station and communication. We can be sure that many are already dreaming of becoming the next Thomas Pesquet! ​

February 25, 2017

A direct contact via RVØADW with individuals at the Space Odyssey Project, Krasnoyarsk, Russia took place ​Sat 2017-02-25 08:36 UTC with Astronaut  Andrei Borisenko. 
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​A direct contact via K0JDD with students at the John Glenn Middle School, Maplewood MN, USA was successful Wed 2017-02-22.  Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD answered all 16 questions. There was an audience of 900. One television station and four print media outlets were also in attendance.

​An astronaut on the International Space Station looks back at Earth and sees the beauty and diversity of life.  They imagine humans of all colors and creeds finding common ground and getting ready for tomorrow.  Our school mirrors that ideal in microcosm. 
      
Our school is in North America, in the United States, with latitude of 44° N.  John Glenn Middle School is proud to stand in Maplewood, Minnesota ever since it opened in 1962.  Generations of citizens have been educated within our walls.  Today, parents and grandparents come to conferences to support their student and fondly say, “I remember this classroom.”  The neighborhoods have grown but the family ties remain the same.
     
Our students have come together from different nations, cultures, and personal histories.  They speak approximately 35 different languages.  They find faith in many different religions.  Some of us are temporarily out of our homes.  Some of our families are hurting financially.  Thankfully, all of us have the chance for a bright future.
     
Our principal, Jill Miklausich, guides us to collaborate in learning and problem solving. She encourages us to band together and reach for the stars.  Together our students of all colors and creeds, face adversity, and get ready for tomorrow.  Our school embraces the fearless sense of adventure made famous by our namesake, Colonel John Glenn.  When we make the call to the International Space Station please know that our hearts and minds are filled with excitement and infinite possibilities.  At John Glenn, we celebrate life!
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February 13, 2017

A  contact with students at the ​Collège André Malraux, Chatelaillon-Plage, France via telebridge station ON4ISS was successful  Mon 2017-02-13 14:00:35 UTC 67 deg. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered 19 questions prepared by students for an audience 190 students and guests.  HamTV downlinked Pesquet live throughout the entire contact thanks to British Amateur TV Club merging 2 HamTV ground stations’ received signals. The live-stream was seen by 230 of the general public via BATC connections. 

Watch a recording of  the live-streamed HamTV downlink: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Byp8JadKjPOmOUFCeDdZMFhSMm8/view?usp=sharing
​
Watch France's national television's report at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bb7amhLMgA8&feature=em-upload_owner
 

The André Malraux middle school is located 10 km south of la Rochelle, in the resort of Châtelaillon-Plage. The middle school offers courses of general education and a complementary curriculum for disabled students (pervasive developmental disorders or autism spectrum disorders).
 
The middle school has six classes for the sixth year students; six classes for the fifth year students, six classes for the fourth year students and six classes for the third year students. The languages taught are English, German, Spanish and Latin. This school year 2016-2017, the college has 600 students who are spread over four levels, in which ULIS (Local Inclusion Unit) serves students with special needs and they benefit from inclusion in the classroom.


February 10, 2017

A direct contact via K4PSA with students at the Palmetto Scholars Academy, North Charleston, SC, USA was successful Fri 2017-02-10 17:59:18 UTC 38 deg. Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD answered all 21 questions with 648 individuals present.  There was 4 network TV stations present (NBC, CBS, ABC and Fox). 
​
Palmetto Scholars Academy is a public charter school, providing a gifted curriculum to students in grades 6-12 in North Charleston, South Carolina. 6 years ago PSA opened in a converted day care center and was the lowest funded school in America. It was started by a group of concerned parents who wanted to meet the needs of gifted students. In those early days, board members took out second mortgages to meet teacher payroll, and parents pulled together daily to send in supplies. Despite challenges, PSA rose above the decrepitude and started its tradition of achievement, earning their mascot name of Phoenix.

PSA is a student haven for gifted students. “It’s okay to be a nerd here” and “It’s cool to be smart” illuminate the student culture at PSA.

To meet the intellectual needs of gifted students, PSA participates in many challenges such as VEX Robotics, VEX IQ Robotics, FIRST Robotics Competition, Ham Radio, Lowcountry Science Fair, Odyssey of the Mind, and the Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP). PSA students have designed three experiments through the SSEP. Two experiments reached the ISS and returned to Earth, although the second experiment blew up on the Orb-3 and Falcon 9. The third experiment launches next month. Students also send experiments via PongSats, Cubes in Space, and student-launched high- altitude balloons.

PSA has a Ham Radio Club and their own vanity call sign, K4PSA. The club meets every other Friday for 1 ½ hours and after schools on Friday. Since its inception in 2015, the club has gotten 6 students licensed for ham radio.
These students will be the student liaisons and leaders for this ham radio contact.

PSA has established itself as a distinguished charter school in South Carolina. With a new building, better funding, and culture of achievement, PSA rises from the ashes like the Phoenix and challenges its students to reach the stars.​
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February 9, 2017

SSTV from the ISS Next Week
 
An MAI-75 Experiment SSTV event is planned to begin on Monday, Feb. 13 from 09:25-18:00 UTC and Tuesday, Feb. 14 from 11:25-16:30 UTC. The downlink frequency is expected to be 145.800 MHz and the transmission mode is expected to be PD180. This opportunity should cover most of the world during the operational period.
 
The MAI-75 experiment uses a notebook computer on the ISS Russian Segment, which stores images that are then transmitted to Earth using the ham radio, specifically the onboard Kenwood TM D710E transceiver. Images received can be posted and viewed at https://ariss-sstv.blogspot.com/

Please note that the event, and any ARISS event, is dependent on other activities, schedules and crew responsibilities on the ISS and are subject to change at any time.

While preparations are being finalized please check for new and the most current information on the AMSAT.org and ARISS.org websites, the AMSAT-BB@amsat.org, the ARISS facebook at Amateur Radio On The International Space Station (ARISS) and ARISS twitter @ARISS_status for the latest information on this event.  
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​February 9, 2017

A telebridge contact via K6DUE at the Space Exploration Educators Conference, Houston, TX, USA was successful Thu 2017-02-09 20:30:10 UTC 21 deg. ​Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered 13 questions for students of nearby Seabrook Middle School. They had studied research performed on the ISS and learned about NASA space exploration plans. After the contact they asked NASA experts insightful questions about challenges of living/working on Mars’ surface.

The Manned Space Flight Education Foundation Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational foundation offering extensive science education program and a space museum. It is the Official Visitor Center of NASA Johnson Space Center and the only Smithsonian Affiliate in the greater Houston area. Educational emphasis is placed on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in a fun and engaging way. It uses space exploration to inspire wonder and interest in science and math.
 
Space Center Houston offers a rich array of education programming for teachers and students, providing extraordinary learning opportunities.
Inspiring young people to choose careers in STEM is one of the outcomes of our program.
Education programs are based on data-supported evidence of effective learning and teaching methods.
 
This specific contact will be taking place during the Space Exploration Educator Conference, which engages teachers from around the world for three days of hands-on learning and exceptional keynote speakers.  Students from the Science Magnet Program at the Seabrook Intermediate School in Seabrook, Texas will be participating in the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) contact.
 
Seabrook Intermediate School is the leader in innovative education. Their mission is to ensure that each individual explores and discovers unique talents, passions, and abilities through a dynamic system distinguished by limitless opportunities (including the Science Magnet Program) that foster collaboration, creativity, intrinsic motivation, respect for diversity, and citizenship to develop a productive role in society.
 
The Science Magnet Program at Seabrook Intermediate School is offered to students in grades 6-8. The school provides a unique science curriculum for all students while providing additional science electives and opportunities for students enrolled in the Science Magnet Program.​
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​February 2, 2017

​A telebridge contact via LU1CGB with students at Cours Saint Maur, Monaco, was successful Thu 2017-02-02  08:38:27 UTC. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KG5FYG answered all 18 questions. There were 60 people present in the room, including children, teachers, presence of Monaco government officials (Health Ministery) and the Archebishop of Monaco.

The Principality of Monaco is a territory of only 2.02 km2. It is the second smallest independent state in the world (after the Vatican). At the time of the last census in 2015, the Principality had 38,400 inhabitants. Monaco is located at the edge of the Mediterranean Sea, along the French Riviera, about twenty kilometers from Nice. The principality is governed since 2005 by the sovereign Prince Albert II of Monaco. This small country attracts many tourists (formula One Grand Prix, the casino, the oceanographic museum, the prince's palace ...)
 
Our school "le cours Saint maur" is a private Catholic school under contract and is located in Monaco. It hosts about 220 pupils from Kindergarten (3 years) to 5th Grade (10-11 years). This year, we will celebrate 80 years of school.
 
For several years, my class participated in intergenerational meetings with the Speranza Albert II Center. This Center is a day care center specialized in the care of people affected by Alzheimer's disease or with cognitive impairment. Intergenerational exchanges are an opportunity for sharing both cognitively and emotionally. They allow an interaction where the two parts learn from each other and allow mutual enrichment. Since September, we have been working together on the "Thomas Pesquet" project. We meet twice a month at the Speranza Center and we work in workshops in pairs with elderly people, these are always moments full of emotion. One of the questions to be asked during the interview was proposed by a resident of the Sperenza Center. 
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February 2, 2017

​A telebridge contact via ON4ISS with students at the South Street School and Westside Middle School in Danbury CT, USA, was successful Thu 2017-02-02 18:49:14 UTC 80 deg. Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD answered all 20 questions. There were 200 students in the gym and the audio was streamed to the other schools in the system - estimated audience of an additional 3,000 students.  

You can view the contact at:
http://www.amsat-on.be/2017/02/02/ariss-contact-with-schools-in-danbury-ct-via-on4iss/

Westside Middle School Academy offers students a unique opportunity to partake in rigorous hands-on activities. There are two academies at Westside, STEM and Global Studies. In the STEM academy, students take part in engineering projects such as building small paper boats, designing escape pods and launching weather balloons. Students also participate in the Connecticut Invention Convention and Connecticut State Science Fair. Teamwork is essential at Westside. Our teachers encourage us to go beyond our limits and to give our best effort. In addition, Westside has a culture of safety, respect and responsibility (S R 2), which ensures that all students are learning in a safe environment. Finally, the diversity of our school community enhances the learning experience for all students.

​South Street School is one of 13 elementary schools in the city of Danbury.  The staff of South Street prides themselves on the diversity of the school as it compares to the rest of the district as well as the state.  The state average for Hispanic students making up the school population is 22.1%, South Street boasts a solid 64.5% Hispanic population.  The “Melting Pot” community that is found at the school allows for an incredible mix of background experiences, cultural traditions and a wealth of different styles of learning.  The majority of students gets to and from school by walking with their families or friends and the sense of community and family is strongly felt in the school and the surrounding areas.   Students at South Street thrive in an environment that emphasizes inquiry based learning and hands on experiences to fully immerse themselves in the complex curriculum of today’s schools. 
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