 Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
Dec. 10:  The Collège Léonce Bourliaguet in Thiviers, France held an ARISS radio contact for students with Serena Aunon-Chancellor who answered 20 questions.  Prior to the contact, local ham club members had invited students to take part in robotics and electronics learning activities.  The club supported the ARISS contact event where over 400 people attended; 350 were children.  Special guest Michel Polacco, well known as a Radio France space and aeronautics journalist for 40 years, gave a presentation at the event and the regional academic inspector and officials from city hall attended.  Media coverage was provided by Regional TV (France 3), Regional Radio (France Bleu) and the Sud Quest newspaper.    



Dec 14:  Students at Kenilworth School and Sixth Form in Kenilworth, UK won’t forget speaking with Serena Aunon-Chancellor.  Over 100 watched the action. Not all the school’s students would fit in the room, so an internal video streamer provided a large number of classrooms with the contact feed (the team awaits a count of them).  A video recording of the event begins with impressive student presentations describing complex STEM activities sponsored by their two-year-old Space, Rocket and Robot Club, and meeting Tim Peake.  Next, the video shows the ARISS Mentor leading hands-on lessons, followed by the actual ARISS contact (begins at 58 minutes in).  The video is at: https://youtu.be/2CcrQ9chotU.   Special guests were professors from Warwick University and educators from nearby schools as well as the coordinating teacher from the next UK school scheduled for an ARISS contact (June 2019). The Kenilworth contact was live streamed.  Media representatives will be going to the school soon to tape a segment for news shows; they asked the ARISS mentor to come back to the school for an interview.  

Dec. 14:  The United Kingdom government web site touted the UK Space Agency’s conclusive report on the Principia mission. The UK government news item about the report, which offers a link to the document (117 pages), is at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/on-third-anniversary-of-tim-peakes-space-mission-report-reveals-over-2-million-inspired-by-education-campaign.  The document, published on the third anniversary of Peake launching into space, describes a three-year research project that looked at engagement, public involvement, and knowledge of the UK space industry from before the Principia mission, through all its activities, such as ARISS, and up to the 2 ½ years after Peake returned to earth.   

Notably, the report cited three programs that "...delivered sustained engagement, high impact for large numbers of people and overall value for money. Rocket Science, ARISS and the Principia Space Diary were all very successful in these areas."  The report included glowing quotes from the most accomplished schools; here is one from RMS School for Girls in Rickmansworth:  “As many of these girls are now approaching Year 12, we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of girls registering interest in A-level physics. When asked why they wanted to study physics, girls and parents alike quoted that the initial interest came following the ARISS event where they made the live radio contact with Tim Peake. They stated that it was 'nothing short of inspirational' and that their interest simply grew from this time.”


[bookmark: _GoBack]Dec. 12:  Freya Scheffler-Kayser, a manager at DLR in Bonn, Germany for the Horizons mission, sent a special holiday card to the ARISS-Europe team.  The card thanked ARISS for supporting 12 ARISS contacts for European schools with Alexander Gerst.  Scheffler-Kayser wrote, “Even our minister responsible for space produced a special video shown at ARISS events. “  


Upcoming Events       

The next ARISS contact is expected to be during the week of 2019-01-14.
