Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
July 29 – Aug 1:  ARISS team members have been planning ARISS participation and outreach activity for the upcoming ISS Research & Development Conference in Atlanta, GA.  The team’s outreach is being worked in conjunction with, and funded in part by, the ISS National Lab and the CASIS Space Station Explorers (SSE) program. ARISS is an SSE partner.    

July 7-12: ARISS was highlighted in the American Radio Relay League’s (ARRL) booth at the IEEE International Symposium in Atlanta, GA.  Attending were 1,400 delegates.  ARRL’s booth sported a ham radio station being operated, and the action received a lot of attention. Many people were not aware of amateur radio activities on the ISS or ham satellites, and expressed a big interest in the ARISS program and the various ham radio satellites.

July 16: A successful ARISS contact was part of the About Gagarin From Space celebration at the 8th International Aerospace School, U.N. Sultanova summer camp in the Republic of Bashkortostan at Kalinovka, Russia.  Alexey Ovchinin was scheduled for the ARISS contact.  ARISS-Russia’s Sergey Samburov lectured students on space and Vyacheslav Dovgan spoke on his robot piloting experiences with Russia's Lunokhod 1 that landed and roved on the Moon in 1970.   

July 8-12: ARISS was featured a number of times during the ARRL’s Teachers Institute (TI), a professional development course for educators, held in Newington, CT.  Besides a myriad of technical topics such as satellite operations, MAREA (Mars Lander/Marine Amateur Radio Robotics Exploration Activity that uses ARISS’s APRS network), and analog-to-digital converters, the TI instructor covered various hands-on activities students can do that are tied to ARISS. He said after his own school’s ARISS contact that students told him things like, “I get it now…I never liked math, but the ARISS activities made me see why math is important to space science. I want to get into ham radio and STEM.” 

The TI course was the theme of the online weekly show, “Ham Talk Live,” also.  ARISS was highlighted multiple times during the show’s hour-long program, which consisted of interviews with the TI instructor and the teachers.   

July 19:  The final day of weeklong power quality and acoustic tests on the new InterOperable Radio System resulted in success. The tests were performed with the ARISS hardware team members working in concert with NASA Johnson Space Center’s test and certification team. The team is looking forward to the final set of comprehensive tests that can totally certify the system for flight.

Photo: Close-up view of the InterOperable Radio System on the test bench
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July 19:  ARISS was featured in a detailed ARRL web story about the upcoming ARISS contact for the 24th World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.  The article described ham radio hands-on activities to be offered; a ham radio scouting team was already there setting up big antennas and ham stations for youth to try starting the first day of Jamboree.  

Upcoming Events  
July 26:  ARISS will be part of an outreach exhibit at the Space Port Area Conference for Educators (SPACE) at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.  ARISS volunteers are working in conjunction with, and funded in part by, the ISS National Lab and Space Station Explorers program (ARISS is an SSE partner). Equally important, one of the ARISS volunteers who is on the ARISS-US Education Committee will present her conference talk on her students’ experiences related to ARISS.   
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]July 27:  Girl and boy scouts from around the globe will speak with Drew Morgan during an ARISS radio contact at the 24th World Scout Jamboree at Summit Bechtel Scout Reserve in West Virginia.

Early August:  Plans are moving forward for two ARISS-Russia SSTV downlink events.  One of the sessions will honor Owen Garriott, the first astronaut to bring ham radio to space.
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